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Did you know...
You can give to the  
VFW National Home 
through eligible purchases 
on Amazon.

See page 4 for details.
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Now our recovering veteran 
and military families 
can navigate the local 
communities less for the 
resources to help them get 
back on their feet, because 
we’ve made many available to 
them right here on campus. 

Located in the lower level 
of our Health & Education building, 
this strategically designed center was 
officially proclaimed open at a long-
awaited ribbon cutting ceremony on 
October 22, 2022. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Trustees, VFW & Auxiliary leadership, 
and residents who look forward to life 
made easier. 

Currently, we have representatives 
ready to occupy spaces who serve the 
areas of employment, education, and 

quality of life, as well as members 
of the Michigan National Guard 
Servicemember and Veteran Service 
Center.

Brian Lorente, Veteran and Family 
Resource Manager, put in many hours 
and worked extremely hard to develop 
a list of agencies and organizations 
willing to come here and help our 
brave families. 

For that, we thank you, Brian, and we 
know our families thank you too. 

The initial vision was to create a 
convenient, comfortable, and safe 
environment where our families could 
see what resources they may be eligible 
for, no drive needed and no GPS 
required. 

Mission accomplished. However, this 
is merely the start. To that end, we are 
presently exploring ways to further 
the center’s growth by surveying 
our residents to see what additional 
services they’d like to see.

Veteran & Family Resource Center 
Proudly Opens to Grand Praise
Gives families one stop  
for the resources  
they need.

Brian Lorente



In the milky light of an overcast 
day, Naomi McClurg, Advanced Case 
Manager at the VFW National Home, 
goes over her usual course material 
with her customary expertise. 

At a glance, one might think this is a 
philosophy class. But 
there are no works 
from Plato or Aristotle 
here, only a course 
entitled Chaos to Calm: 
Effective Parenting of 
Challenging Children, 
which is based on 
a book of the same 
name. 

Considering the intricate subject 
matter, a few parents might opt for 
philosophy instead. Because parenting 
isn’t easy in today’s challenging 
world. 

“We are a goal-focused program,” 
Ms. McClurg said, “so families who 
participate leave differently than 
when they first arrived.”

Topics covered in the course include 
Planned (or Proactive) Parenting vs. 

Reactive Parenting, 
No One Right Way 
to Parent, Obtaining 
Tools to Navigate 
Challenging Behaviors, 
Setting Realistic Goals, 
and Avoiding Common 
Pitfalls when Dealing 
with a Challenging 
Child. 

Within those topics, she went on to 
stress one size does not fit all and 
that children need to know what to 
expect. Put another way, children 
need routines; they need rules, even 
though they may tell you otherwise  

and sometimes rebel. 

The key is keeping those rules simple, 
concise, to a minimum, and enforced 
consistently across both parents. 

“Children aren’t born with a manual,” 
she added. “Everyone wants to be the 
best parent they can be.” 

PARENTS GO BACK TO SCHOOL AT THE VFW NATIONAL HOME

“CHILDREN AREN’T 
BORN WITH A  

MANUAL. EVERYONE 
WANTS TO BE THE 
BEST PARENT THEY 

CAN BE.” 
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a New Tradition Begins
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America’s servicemen and women 
protect a proud nation. And at 
Christmastime, it’s especially 
important to honor their 
commitments, their sacrifices, and 
those who have unfortunately fallen. 

This year, we solemnly did our part 
through the unveiling of a living 
testament, our Veteran Tribute Tree, 
in honor of the veterans who are 
living, deceased, or deployed. 

Joining us for our inaugural 
dedication was the Blake family, who 
placed the first ribbon in memory 
of their son, Private Joseph Blake, 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
his country during an ambush in 
Afghanistan. 

The dedication took place at the 
entrance of the VFW National Home’s 
Tribute Park, which has become a 
revered spot where veterans and 

families alike can place cherished 
items in honor of our unwavering 
mission. 

To the Blakes: God bless you. Let us 
never forget.

Did you know…
Over 2 million American children 
had a parent deployed to Iraq or 
Afghanistan, with at least 19,000  
of those having a parent wounded  
in action.

Naomi McClurg, Advanced Case Manager 
and Course Instructor.

Scan this QR code and learn 
more about the Blake family 
and their instrumental roles 
in creating the Amy Ross 
Endowment Fund. 

Article continues on bottom of page 3



A self-described man who loves God 
and country, Trenton Pauley first 
heard of the VFW National Home from 
his VFW State Commander while he 
was State Senior Vice Commander in 
West Virginia. 

“He told me about the National 
Home,” Mr. Pauley said, “and how 
impressed he was with his visit, 
encouraging me to be sure to visit  
it too.”

Which Mr. Pauley did… and was 
instantly impressed by the superb 
facilities and dedicated staff. 
However, something unique caught 
his eye. “I was impressed with 
the time devoted to the children 
and families in goal-setting and 
developing plans to meet their goals.”

Having served the United States Air 
Force proudly for 21 years, and with 
service in Vietnam, Mr. Pauley has 
flown the F-4 Phantom, A-7D, A-10 
Warthog, and O-2A. He was also a 
paratrooper supporting the 82nd 
Airborne Division and XVIII  
Airborne Corps.

His father, also a veteran, served 7 
years in the U.S. Navy during World  
War II, all aboard the USS Trenton.  

So, naturally, veteran and military  
causes are dear to his heart. But it  
was the people who drew him to  
support the VFW National Home. 

“I feel an obligation to support the 
children and families of our nation’s 
warriors,” he said, “who paid a dear  
price in defending our country.”

In fact, he intends on making a legacy 
gift to the VFW National Home, just as  
he did as a Gold Legacy Life member of 
VFW Memorial Post 3081. 

Because, in his own words, “It’s a small 
way I can help ensure continuing  
support from the VFW to current and 
future veterans.”

Trenton PauleyDONOR
SPOTLIGHT
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From the VFW National Home, thank 
you for your service, Mr. Pauley, along 

with your steadfast support. 

The VFW National Home offers families of veterans, actively serving military and 
members or relatives of the VFW and its Auxiliary opportunities for growth and 
development in a nurturing, residential community.

The National Home focuses its efforts on providing long-term, comprehensive 
assistance to parent(s)/guardian(s) with dependent children who are facing 
hardships that jeopardize their family’s stability and independence. 

Learn more: 
• by phone at our Helpline — 800-313-4200 (weekdays 8:00 AM-4:30 PM Eastern) 
• by email at help@vfwnationalhome.org 
• online at www.vfwnationalhome.org/get-help

DO YOU KNOW A MILITARY OR VETERAN 
FAMILY IN NEED?

Where should we shine  
the Spotlight next?

If you’d like to nominate a member 
of our community, or volunteer 
yourself, for a future Donor Spotlight, 
please contact Nancy Archambeau  
at (866) 483-9642 or  
narchambeau@vfwnationalhome.org.Mr. Pauley giving the keynote address 

during Clarksburg’s Veterans Day 
celebration in West Virginia. 

And according to rave reviews, Ms. 
McClurg is helping parents at the  
VFW National Home do exactly that. 

One participant noted, “From 
understanding your own parents, to 
yourself, and to your own parenting, 
this class is relevant to literally 
everyone.” 

In response to overwhelming 
requests, a follow-up class is planned 
for the near future. 

SOURCE: WV NEWS. PHOTO BY STEPHEN SANTILLI.



If you’re like many patriotic VFW 
National Home supporters, you’re 
looking for a way to help our 
struggling resident families beyond 
the day to day. Or perhaps you’d like 
to make a long-term impact on the 
special men and women who proudly 
stood up when their nation called. 

Good news! You can do exactly that 
by choosing to leave a donation in 
your will or trust as an important way 
to show the causes you care about. 

Truth is, making a will is one of the 
most important and selfless ways to 
extend your love and generosity to 
your family and friends. However, it 
can also go a long way in creating 
a better world — the world you’d 
like to see — by providing homes, 
opportunities, and a nurturing 
community to the courageous souls 
who richly deserve it. 

Moreover, legacy giving isn’t just for 
the wealthy. We appreciate gifts of 
any size. 

Want your will to protect people close 
to your heart while building a legacy 
to meet the needs of our veteran and 
military families?  Visit FreeWill.com/
VFWNationalHome to create your 
plans in 20 minutes!  

Home Front Heroes take a leading role 
in our mission by pledging to make 
a recurring monthly gift to the VFW 
National Home. 

As a Home Front Hero, you’ll be on 
the front lines to help ensure the 
strength and longevity of all our 
programs and services. Even better, 
you can:

•  Determine the amount of 
your monthly donation

•  Increase, decrease or suspend 
your gift at any time

•  Start today for as little as 
$10 a month!

Why wait? Become a Home Front Hero 
today by checking the monthly gift 
option on the enclosed reply form, 
calling (866) 483-9642, or visiting  
www.vfwnationalhome.org/hero. 

Thank you for your support. 

Just think. With all you buy on 
Amazon, what if you could help our 
struggling families when you go to 
check-out?

You can if you buy through  
smile.amazon.com and set the  
VFW National Home as your chosen 
charity. Or just scan the QR code  
to the right and do all of your 
shopping through our convenient 
portal. 

There’s no cost to you and no need 
to create a new Amazon account. 
Amazon simply donates a portion 
of the proceeds to the VFW National 
Home on eligible purchases. Plus, 
they’ll even send updates to show 
how much you made a difference. 
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Make Your Legacy 
One of Healing

AmazonSmile Turns Buying into Giving

Scan and share
our mission with your 
friends and family at
vfwnationalhome.org

Home 
Front
HERO

The Great  
Trick-or-Treat 
Invasion of 2022
On October 31st of last year, 
everyone at the VFW National 
Home came home to these little 
superheroes and marshmallow men 
out searching for a treat. Naturally, 
we gave them what they wanted to 
head off any potential tricks.

Become a Home 
Front Hero

Scan the QR code 
and bookmark our 
AmazonSmile portal 
today!


