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Did you know...
The National Home’s Early 
Education Center was built 
in 1945.

Did k

A combination of pandemic shelter-in-
home orders, disrupted school schedules, 
and cold weather made it a challenging 
winter for the remarkable children of the 
families entrusted to our care. But their 
resilience has been rewarded now that 
summer has arrived, as many pandemic 
restrictions have been lifted and the beauty 
of summer in Eaton Rapids, MI beckons.

As soon as the temperature began to rise, 
so did the spirits of our boys and girls as 
they raced to embrace the great outdoors. 
Today you can fi nd them fi shing for 
bluegill at our pond, playing baseball, 
riding bikes, and running barefoot through 
the grass as they enjoy some well-deserved 
recreation time.

Now that the pandemic is subsiding, the 
National Home is also reactivating a host 
of summer enrichment programs for the 
children that promote fun, friendship, 
and fi tness. These include arts and crafts, 
camping adventures, astrology, zoology, 
fi eld trips, team projects, hands-on 
learning activities and more. 

Please know that your support makes our 
summer activities possible. Thank you for 
creating a summer that will live in our 
children’s memories forever! 
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Children 
rejoice in 
summer at the 
National Home!



On March 8th, we were pleased to 
announce the re-opening of our Early 
Education Center (EEC) following 
the worst of the pandemic. Our staff 
has worked diligently to establish 
guidelines and practices to keep our 
families safe while offering them 
quality, state-certifi ed daycare 
services. 

Now that the EEC is back open, young 
minds and hands are busy once again, 
engaging in new learning activities, 
creating new projects, playing letter 
games, learning about animals and the 
earth, listening to new stories, singing 

new songs, 
and wearing 
big smiles.

EARLY EDUCATION 
CENTER KIDS ARE 
BACK IN ACTION!
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I’m not certain 
if the past year 
reminds me of 
a carnival Ferris 
wheel or an 
amusement park 
roller coaster. 
On the one hand, 

living with the pandemic and all of the 
seemingly daily updates make me feel 
like I’m going around and around in 
circles. On the other hand, it reminds 
me of the ups, downs, curves, twists, 
and turns of an amusement park roller 
coaster. I’m just not clear. Is there a 
hybrid of a combination of the two 
that I’m unaware of? If so, let me know 
so I can stay away. What a ride the 
pandemic has been!

This crazy ride and its ups and 
downs and twists and turns have 
weighed heavy on all of our hearts 
and souls. Yes, the pandemic has tired 
and worn us down, but it has not 
beaten our resolve and our indomitable 
American spirit.

In this issue of The Home Front,
you will read some amazing stories that 
exemplify the American spirit. I think 
you will enjoy seeing the pictures from 
our virtual Purple Up Day shared on 
Facebook where staff, residents and 
supporters wore purple to celebrate 
April’s Month of the Military Child. 

By the way, if you haven’t yet 
experienced our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/vfwnationalhome, I 
highly recommend that you do. We 
keep you updated on what is happening 
on our campus, and on Thursdays, 
we have Throwback Thursdays, which 
celebrates our history of helping 

veterans and their families. And yes, 
some photos are in black and white!

Showcasing their indomitable 
American Spirit, our Early Education 
staff worked hard to re-open our EEC 
doors on March 8th. Our kids are happy 
to be back, and I am confi dent the 
parents don’t mind either!

Our campus was abuzz as the Easter 
bunny made an appearance, much 
to the delight of kids and parents 
alike. Our good friends, the Ohio 
Cooties, seem to have an “in” with 
the celebrated bunny as whenever the 
bunny appears on our campus, 
so do the Ohio Cooties! What spirit 
they bring!

Our residents and our staff display their 
resolve in spirit every day as we work 
together in building a more optimistic 
future for our veteran families. They, 
and we, have resolved to make life 
better for all of those we come in 
contact with.

Your generosity of continued support 
of our mission is itself the defi nition of 
the indomitable American Spirit. You 
believe in what we do and why we do 
it. You fuel our spirit to continue to 
do the right thing for all of the right 
reasons. Our American Spirit is alive 
and well here at the VFWHNC because 
of you. Through your actions, you have 
lifted the spirits of those we serve and 
changed the lives of so many families 
and children.

We will continue our resolve to make 
life a better place for all we encounter 
because of you. Thank you.

          

A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military and 
Veteran Family Helpline at 800-313-4200
or email help@vfwnationalhome.org

DO YOU KNOW 
A MILITARY OR 
VETERAN FAMILY 
IN NEED?
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Unemployment Impacting Military Spouses
Blue Star Families conducted its 11th annual Military Family Lifestyle 
Survey from September to October 2020. Capturing experiences of 
nearly 11,000 respondents worldwide, and generating millions of data 
points, it remains the largest and most comprehensive survey of active-
duty, National Guard, and Reserve service members, veterans, and their 
families.

The survey revealed that military spouse under- and unemployment—
consistently a top issue for active-duty spouse respondents—may have 
intensifi ed due to COVID-19 impacts. But more tellingly, the issue rose 
to the top fi ve for active-duty service member respondents for the fi rst 
time ever.

Unemployment is one of the key issues impacting the families who reach out to the National Home for assistance, accelerating 
other problems such as housing insecurity, food scarcity, and domestic problems. That’s why your support of the National Home 
is so important, helping sustain programs like job training and assistance to help participants enhance their job skills, set goals 
for the future, and make a strong transition to self-suffi ciency.

Full text of the 2021 Military Family Survey can be found at https://bluestarfam.org/survey.

We recently had 
an inspiring Q&A 
discussion with 

Dominick Damore, proud member of 
Center Township VFW Post 6158 in Fair 
Oaks, California and Legacy Life Member 
of the National Home. Here are some 
excerpts:

Q: Can you tell us a little about your 
military background?

A:  My maternal grandfather (a 
naturalized citizen from Hungry) was 
a doughboy in 1918. My father was a 
fi rst-generation Italian American who 
served in both theaters of WWII as an 
army medic and received a Bronze Star 
and Purple Heart. His grandfather was 
Captain of the Royal Guard and his 
father a member of the Royal Guard in 
Italy. My brother served in Vietnam in 
1970-71 with the Army. I served with 
the Air Force in South Korea from 1968-
69, and then in the California Army 
National Guard from 1978-1995.

Q: How did you fi rst get involved 
with the National Home?

A: When I was fi rst discharged, the 
VFW was there for me. Not long after I 

purchased my VFW life membership, 
I received an invitation to become a 
Life Member of the National Home…
and I did.

Q: What are your strongest beliefs 
about our mission?

A: I TRUST the National Home. Nobody 
is going to take the initiative to help 
the Home if we don’t do it ourselves. 

Q: What do you fi nd most challenging 
about our mission?

A.  Keeping the word alive. The Home 
gets lost in the avalanche of mail and 
social media requests for donations. 
We are bombarded with requests with 
every turn in our lives.

Q: What motivated you to make a 
distribution gift through your IRA to 
the National Home?

A: I found that my wife was making 
considerable donations to the causes 
that are close to her heart. When I 
had to start taking distributions from 
my IRA, I decided I wanted to support 
needy vets and their families. 

Q: What would you tell someone 
who is thinking about donating?

A: Give until it hurts. The more it 
hurts, the better and prouder you’ll feel 
about yourself.

Dominick 
DamoreDONOR

SPOTLIGHT

PAGE 3

Thank you, Dominick! We are fi lled with 
gratitude for your service to our nation and 

your enduring support.

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another 
member of our community – or volunteer 
yourself – for a future Donor Spotlight, 

please contact Nancy Archambeau 
at (866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to: 

narchambeau@vfwnationalhome.org



April is the Month of 
the Military Child when 
Americans unite to 
applaud military families 
and their children for the 
daily sacrifi ces they make 
and their courage and 
resilience in the face of 
adversity. 

This year, we sent out 
word to the “National 
Home nation” to 
“Purple Up!” by 

wearing purple clothing to show off their support 
for the children of our nation’s heroes. Supporters 
from coast-to-coast answered the call, sending 
us heartwarming photos of themselves dressed in 
purple shirts, purple sweaters, purple hats, purple 
masks and more. 

At the National Home, improving the lives of 
military children is central to our 96-year mission 
to support families who are facing the lingering 
impacts of war. It’s our “little patriots” that so often 
shoulder the burden of family problems, which can 
result in emotional impacts on children, such as 

anger, anxiety, depression, 
withdrawal, decline in school 
performance, loss of interest 
in normal activities and social 
isolation.

But thanks to your continued support, we are helping 
families and their children overcome these challenges 
through professional counseling with case managers, life 
skills classes, a variety of educational, recreational and 
enrichment opportunities, and a supportive, peaceful 
environment in which to heal.
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National Home Supporters Purple Up!

Home Front Heroes take a 
leading role in our mission 
by pledging to make a recurring 
monthly contribution to the 
National Home. They are our 
front line of support, helping 
provide a steady, reliable source 
of funding for our essential 
programs and services.

As a monthly donor and Home 
Front Hero, you will help ensure the strength and longevity 
of all our programs and services. 

•  It’s eco-friendly – Save trees by switching to paperless, automatic 
donations.

•  It saves money – Save the cost of a stamp with every gift you make. 
• You determine the amount of your monthly donation.
•  Increase, decrease or suspend your gift at any time.
• Start today for as little as $10 a month!

To start your monthly gift, check the monthly gift option on the enclosed 
reply form, call 866-483-9642, or visit www.vfwnationalhome.org/monthly

Home 
Front
HERO

Become a Home Front Hero!


