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Did you know...
Military families relocate 
10 times more often than 
civilian families.
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After serving almost 
nine years in the 
United States Navy, 
the plans that 
National Home 
resident, Luisa, made 
for her transition to 
civilian life quickly 
changed. 

She had planned to raise her children 
with her husband and pursue a degree in 
psychology. But after the passing of her 
father and an unexpected divorce, she 
found herself parenting her four children 
on her own.

Luisa moved to be with her mother in 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan. Little did she 
know, it was the very town where military 
and veteran families can fi nd the support 
and resources they need to rebuild their 
lives at the VFW National Home for 
Children.

“When I fi rst arrived at the VFW Home 
mentally, I was a mess. I was just going 
through the emotions of my dad’s passing, 
my divorce, and just trying to learn how 
to be a mom and raise my four kids. 
Financially, I was broke. I didn’t have two 
pennies to rub together.”

While living at the National Home, Luisa 
was assigned a one-on-one case manager 

who helped her set goals and make plans 
for her future.

“My case manager was my guardian angel. 
She was there to guide me. She provided 
so many resources just to get me back on 
track.”

Luisa found that the temporary relief of 
monthly rent and utility bills allowed her 
to focus on her family. She also utilized the 
National Home’s free, state-licensed Early 
Education Center for her youngest children.

After two and a half years, Luisa felt she 
had accomplished all she wanted and was 
ready to exit the program. Luisa’s next goal 
is to return to Jacksonville, Florida, and 
purchase a home.

“The National Home has done so much 
for my family. They did wonders for us, 
things that I couldn’t even dream of. I was 
struggling, and the Home literally held 
their hand out, and I reached for it, and so 
I will be forever grateful.”
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Our Awesome Alumni

Meet Our 2021-22 Buddy Poppy Child, Aurora!
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National Home alumni, Emily, 
graduated from Eaton Rapids High 
School in 2020. She is currently serving 
in AmeriCorps working as a part of a 
forest team. She was recently certifi ed 
for type 2 wildland fi refi ghting and 
type 2 chainsaw!

Emily has plans to return to Michigan 
to pursue a degree in forestry from 
Michigan State University.

Caleb continues to make us all proud. 
He graduated in 2020 from Davenport 
University with his bachelor’s 
degree in business management 
and administration, and he recently 
enlisted in the National Guard.

“Joining the National Guard is my way 
of trying to do my part. I hope to serve 
honorably and to be someday called 
a veteran. I remember talking to old 
veterans and hearing their stories. 
These people were heroes and they 
amazed me, and I have always wanted 
to be like them.”

The poppy is the offi cial memorial fl ower of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, and each year a Buddy 
Poppy child is chosen to represent the National Home at the 
VFW and Auxiliary National Convention to help raise funds for 
the Home.

This year’s 2021-22 Buddy Poppy child is Aurora, a seven-
year-old girl who lives in the North Carolina House with her 
mother, Ashley, and father, Ben.

“My dad works for the Army and my mom goes to Nursing 
School. I also have three siblings – a sister and two brothers. 
I have a dog named Sergeant, but I call him Sarge,” says 
Aurora.

“My dad is a captain in the Army. He is my hero! He helps 
protect our country and people. He is brave so that everyone 
can have freedom.”

Aurora is in second grade and attends school in nearby 
Dansville.

“I have two best friends – Jenna and Marlowe. My favorite 
subjects in school are math and science. I want to be a 
surgeon when I grow up. I want to be a surgeon because I 
want to help save people’s lives.”

Aurora’s favorite things to 
do are playing volleyball, 
soccer and tennis. She 
also loves to ride her bike 
around the National Home 
neighborhood and fi sh at 
Lake Romanis.

“I like living here at the 
National Home. It’s fun 
living here and playing 
with friends. I love all the 
fun times we have here 
like when Santa and the 
Easter Bunny came to my house. I like being able to ride my 
bike around the neighborhood with my friends and walking 
the trails. I feel safe living here.”

Aurora stole the show this summer at the VFW and Auxiliary 
National Convention in Kansas City, where many people 
stopped by the National Home booth to get a photo with 
her. She looks forward to her remaining six months as the 
Buddy Poppy Child and hopes to see you at selected VFW and 
National Home events.

A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military and 
Veteran Family Helpline at 800-313-4200

or email help@vfwnationalhome.org

DO YOU KNOW A MILITARY OR 
VETERAN FAMILY IN NEED?

d Aurora!

Emily

Caleb



As our cover story on National Home resident Luisa demonstrates, so many 
military spouses and their families today are facing economic uncertainty 
and unemployment.

A White House report from September 2021 states that unemployment 
among military spouses remains at 22 percent, leading 39 percent of 
military families to discuss leaving active-duty military service. A more 
recent report from Feeding America reveals the hidden crisis of food 
insecurity, showing that as many as 160,000 active-duty military members 
are having trouble feeding their families. These impacts have only worsened 
since the pandemic.

In response, the White House has launched the “Joining Forces” initiative 
to gather data, identify military spouses in need, and connect them with 
employment opportunities within the federal government. One part of the plan is making the federal government an “employer 
of choice” for military spouses, ensuring that spouses know that these jobs are available while also directly matching job-seekers 
with employment opportunities within the federal government.

Unemployment is one of the key issues impacting the families who reach out to the National Home for assistance, accelerating 
other problems such as housing insecurity, food scarcity, and domestic problems. That’s why your support of the National Home 
is so important, helping sustain programs like job training and assistance to help participants enhance their job skills, set goals 
for the future, and make a strong transition to self-suffi ciency.

Warren George is 
the current VFW 
Department of New 

Jersey National Home Chairman, Past 
National Home District 2 Trustee and 
a long time member of VFW Post 6590. 
It was Warren’s fi rst exposure to the 
Home that sparked his passion for our 
mission and his deep appreciation for 
the important work being done here.

“My fi rst contact with the VFW 
National Home for Children was as 
the Department of New Jersey Junior 
Vice Commander,” recalls Warren. “I 
attended the Junior Vice Program at 
the Home. I was surprised at the size 
and beauty of the Home. The staff was 
outstanding and the residents seemed 
very happy. That was when I became 
a supporter and I haven’t looked back 
since!”

Over the years, Warren has been 
inspired by the dedication of the Home 
staff, but even more so by the resilience 

and spirit of the resident families.

“The children and families are so 
dedicated to improving their lives and 
they’re willing to work hard to achieve 
the goals set before them.”

Warren also believes in heightening 
awareness of the Home’s mission, 
frequently volunteering to spread the 
word by participating in membership 
recruitment drives.

“Whenever I have a table set up at 
a VFW or Auxiliary event, I tell the 
people how even a small donation will 
make an impact for struggling military 
and veteran families. I also let them 
know how a legacy gift can help sustain 
the life-changing programs at the Home 
for generations to come.”

Duty and honor run in Warren’s family, 
as many of them have served in the 
military. Warren served for 24 years in 
the USAF and his oldest son served for 
24 years in the USN. 

Warren GeorgeDONOR
SPOTLIGHT
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Thank you for your service to our country, 
Warren, and for your unwavering commitment 

to the National Home! 

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another 
member of our community – or volunteer 
yourself – for a future Donor Spotlight, 

please contact Nancy Archambeau 
at (866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to: 

narchambeau@vfwnationalhome.org

Economic Struggles for Military Spouses Continue 
White House launches “Joining Forces” initiative



Built in 1945, the National Home’s Child Care and Early 
Education Center has been a dynamic, life-changing 
institution for countless children. Since its re-opening 

following a temporary closure during the pandemic, the 
center has been a busy beehive of activity. Here are a few 
snapshots of our little patriots in action!

Our new National Home website is up and running with 
enhanced functionality and a new eye-catching design. 
The website is also optimized for smartphones. You’ll fi nd 
engaging content like video stories from former National 
Home residents, the latest news and events, ways you can 
contribute to our mission, plus a new webstore packed 
with cool National Home gifts like t-shirts, hats, patches 
and more!
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Little Patriots Gallery
Hands and minds are keeping active at the Early Education Center

<  Scan and share with your 
friends and family at 
vfwnationalhome.org

National Home 2.0 — 
The New and Improved 
Website is Live!

Home Front Heroes take a leading role in our 
mission by pledging to make a recurring monthly 
contribution to the National Home. They are our 
front line of support, helping provide a steady, 
reliable source of funding for our essential 
programs and services.

As a monthly donor and Home Front Hero, you will 
help ensure the strength and longevity of all our 
programs and services. 

•  You determine the amount of your monthly 
donation.

•  Increase, decrease or suspend your gift at any 
time.

• Start today for as little as $10 a month!

To start your monthly gift, check the monthly 
gift option on the enclosed reply form, 
call 866-483-9642, or visit 
www.vfwnationalhome.org/hero

HERO
H O M E  F R O N T

Become a


