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The VFW National Home for Children's 
mission is to provide children, and 
families of veterans, active-duty     
military, and members of the VFW and 
its Auxiliary opportunities for growth 
and development in a nurturing    
community, and by doing so, serve as 
a living memorial to all veterans. 
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Dear Friends,  
 
Since 1925, the VFW National Home for Children has stood as a symbol 
of America’s gratitude for the sacrifices made by the men and women 
serving our nation and their families.  
 
The National Home helps our nation’s veterans and their families by 
providing a safe community where they can accomplish significant life 
goals, working to build a stable future for themselves, their children, and 
generations beyond.  
  
The assistance provided goes well above the free housing and state-
certified daycare. Each family works one-on-one with a case manager 
who customizes the program to help their family meet their individual 
and collective goals. Services provided in a personalized program in-
clude educational, relationship, health, and wellness among so many 
more. 
 
In conjunction with our residential program(s), caring staff also oversee 
our national helpline. This critically important aspect of our service is 
available to veterans and their families to assist wherever they are,  
whatever issues they are facing. The toll-free number to the Military and 
Veteran Family Helpline number is 1- 800.313.4200. 
  
It is because of dedicated supporters like you that we continue to grow 
and expand our assistance to those brave men and women who have   
secured our freedoms and their families that have sacrificed along side 
them. 
 
Whether you volunteered your time or services, sent in a donation, or 
kept us in your prayers, your philanthropy has impacted the lives of   
veteran families living at the National Home and across the nation.  
  
  
Thank you,   

 
 
 
 

Frederick Puffenberger 
Executive Director 
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“The National Home is one of the places I’ve been where you feel 

nothing but love!”   

  -Visitor, Great Nonprofits  

“After my youngest daughter was born 3 months early, my family was 

thrown into financial and emotional crisis.  Through the help of the 

VFW National Home our family has found stability and we are thriving.  

Our children owe their future to this organization a the wonderful peo-

ple that donate.  We are forever grateful.  I highly recommend that any-

one in need seek help here.” 

       -Resident, Great Nonprofits 

“I love the VFW National Home for Children. They are top notch in 

helping our veterans and their families reach their goals for a better 

family lifestyle.“ 

        -Kate, Great Nonprofits 

“Because of the National Home, my kids are doing wonderful! The 

home was a blessing for us at an incredibly hard time in my life. It's a 

big part of us all! 

        -Trina, Former Resident 

“The number one thing Veterans say they miss about the military is 

the brotherhood/sisterhood, the comradery. Knowing the person to 

your left and the person to your right is going to have your back. 

That's what the Vet to Vet group at the National Home offers us.” 

        -Resident  

“This program is a wonderful tool to help families get back on their 

feet. The direction and the resources offered are amazing.”  

        -Anonymous Resident  



When Tyler Peek ranks his priorities in life,    
fatherhood has always come out on top. 
His son Jylon can attest to that: “My dad 
puts other people before himself, and he 
puts family first no matter  what.” 
 
Tyler fought tirelessly for the right to raise 
his children who were living in unsafe    
conditions, enduring over three years of 
court battles to win custody of his three 
children.  
 
But the fight left Tyler bankrupt from legal 
fees, and the challenges of providing for his 
hard-won family proved too much, working a low wage warehouse job and living in a tiny garage 
apartment. 
 
“It was hard. There  were a lot of days where I’d have a breakdown. People were tossing options at 
me like giving one of the kids up for adoption. I didn’t want to have anything to do with that.”  
 
Then help arrived from an unexpected source. Tyler’s ex father-in-law had served faithfully in      
Vietnam. His service qualified his grandchildren for assistance from the VFW National Home for 
Children.  
 
Tyler and his children were provided with free housing in one of our 42 single-family homes for up 
to four years, with free educational support and any other type of support the family needed.  
 
“It’s almost like you walked into heaven when you walk in here because you have everything you 
need,, everything you want.”  
 
Once settled on campus, Tyler began to pursue his education, earning an associate’s degree at  
Lansing Community College. At the same time, his children were finally free to just be kids. Taylor 
Peek was even awarded the distinguished position of the VFW Buddy Poppy Child and was honored 
at the VFW National Convention! 
 
The National Home gave Tyler and his children a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. In turn, Tyler was 
able to give his children a happy childhood. “He’s always been there for us,” says Taylor. “He’s like 
the best dad that there could ever be.” 
 
If you know a family that may benefit from the resources offered at the VFW National Home for 
Children, please have them contact the Helpline at 800.313.4200 

“Almost Like Heaven.” 

See a video of Tyler’s story and more.  Visit vfwnationalhome.org/stories 
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2018-2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

(as of 6/30/2019)  

Mike McGrath, Board President, District 8 

Sam Compton, Board Vice President, District 4 

Dave Ouellette,  District 1 

Warren George, District 2 

Ron Stensland, District 3 

Darlene Mays-Tittman, District 5 

Armithea “Sissy” Borel, District 6 

Annabelle Furgason, District 7 

Steve Van Bergen, District 9 

Sylvia Sanchez , District 10 

Kim Sloan, District 11 

Renee Fulk, District 12 

 

 

Ex-Officio Trustees 

VFW Commander-In-Chief, BJ Lawrence 

VFW Adjutant General, Kevin Jones 

VFW Quartermaster General, Debra Anderson 

VFW Auxiliary National President, 

Sandi Kriebel 

VFW Auxiliary National Secretary/Treasurer,  

Ann Panteleakos 

2018-2019 Management Team 

Frederick Puffenberger, Executive Director 

Molly Studinger, Program Director 

Todd Marriott, Facilities Director 

Tim Smith, Operations Director 

Sue Alverson, Development Director 



OUR PROGRAM 
The VFW National Home for Children is grateful for the generous friends and supporters 

who have reached out to help military and veteran families.  The Home was founded in 

1925 as a place where the families left behind by war – mothers and children, brothers 

and sisters – could remain together, keeping the family circle intact even when their  

serviceman didn't come home. Today's families face different challenges – reintegration, 

post-traumatic stress, high unemployment and rehabilitation from battlefield injuries, 

among others – and the National Home has evolved to meet those changing needs.   

Families find a healing calm in our   

tranquil, rural, small-town community.    

Our neighborhood is essentially a small 

village with its own gymnasium, hiking 

trails, fishing pond, playgrounds, sports 

fields, and green spaces.  

Families who need a fresh start can live 

at the National Home for up to four 

years and benefit from numerous   

community supportive services,          

including professional case management services, on-site licensed child care, life skills 

training, tutoring and other educational services, as well as recreational and community 

service opportunities.  

Additionally, many families benefit from our services throughout the country.  In the 

2018-2019 year alone, hundreds of families were helped by our Military & Veteran   

Family Helpline 800-313-4200.  

This free service offers information, creates 

connections and gives hope to struggling    

military and veteran families. 

Families can also learn more about our       

program and contact us at: 

vfwnationalhome.org/help.  
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Summary of 2018-2019 Audited Financial Statements 

Summarized Statement of Activities  

Revenue 5,602,901  

Expenses :   

Direct care 1,344,061  

Indirect care 1,025,173  

Facilities mgt 1,417,742  

Administration 197,975  

Fiscal services 443,968  

Fundraising 891,934  

Total expenses 5,320,853  

Net Change in Assets   282,048  

Summarized Statement of Financial Position 

Assets 18,306,03  

Liabilities 485,596  

Ending Net Assets 17,820,438  

Program Expenses 71% 

Administration  12% 

Fundraising Expenses 17% 

2018-2019 
Expenses Ratio 


