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Did you know...
The U.S. Air Force was 
part of the Army until
1946. It was called the
Army Air Corp.

In honor of Veteran’s
Day, the National
Home recently shined
the spotlight on staff
members who served
in our nation’s armed
forces.

Eric Reichstetter is a
veteran who works in
our maintenance
department. For Eric,
joining our staff felt a
lot like coming home,
because he lived at the
National Home with
his family when he
was a child. He fondly
recalls participating in
the 4-H program, as
well as the fun
summertime events his
family would enjoy.

Eric spent four years
active duty as a
generator technician
stationed out of Ft.
Eustis in Virginia,
serving one tour
overseas in Kuwait,
and another four years
as a reservist, out of
Traverse City,
Michigan.

Today Eric looks after
the grounds and
buildings on the
National Home
campus, helping
preserve our

community for generations
to come. 

A case manager at the
National Home since 2000,
Tammy spent ten years in
the Army National Guard,
first serving in a forward
support battalion (FSB) and
then in a public relations
unit, writing
communications for the
Michigan National Guard.
She traveled to Germany for
assignments and worked in
Lithuania, teaching English
for a NATO program.

“Being a veteran gives me a
greater understanding when
working with other
veterans,” says Tammy. 

A systems administrator,
Chris Ellis spent four years
with the 3rd Battalion 3rd
Marines in Kaneohe Bay,
Hawaii. 

Chris’s deep sense of
patriotism and growing up
in a veteran household led
him to join the Marines. He
likes that he can continue
serving his fellow veterans
in his role at the National
Home. “It is truly an honor
to go from serving my
country in the U.S. Marine
Corps to serving my fellow
veterans at the VFW National
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A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military
and Veteran Family Helpline at

800-313-4200 or email
help@vfwnationalhome.org

DO YOU KNOW A
MILITARY OR VETERAN

FAMILY IN NEED?

National
Home 
Featured 
on Fox 47’s
Morning
Blend!

The newness of a fresh year. Wow,
wasn’t the last one something? With all
that behind us, I share with you that
our holiday season was filled with warm
hearts and a giving spirit. While we
dragged the
baggage of this
past year with us
into the holiday
season and
beyond, it is good
for you to know
we still maintain
our warm hearts
and our giving
spirit.

I am never at a
loss of
appreciation for
what our veterans
and their families
have gone through
in their service to our country. These
families had been through so much
before they moved to the National
Home, and only through your
compassion and generosity can we
provide the homes and family support
services to thank them for those
sacrifices.

In this issue of The Home Front, you will
meet a few of my colleagues, good
people who make our work possible… a
hardworking group of National Home
staff members who are also veterans.

Hopefully, you are
familiar with them
as they were
featured in a week-
long series of
profiles to honor
Veteran’s Day on
our website and
Facebook page. I
encourage you to
visit us online and
learn more about
these remarkable
people. Mr. WJ
Leonard, a proud
veteran whose
history of support
for the National

Home extends back to 1965, is also
featured in this issue. 

While we have all lived under the past
year of chaos and uncertainty, we have
included an article on the economic
impacts of the pandemic on America’s
military community and those we serve.

We share these newsletters to inform
and enlighten you regarding our efforts.
We also do so to thank you for your
generosity of time, prayers, and funding
to make our efforts possible. For
without your support there would be no
VFW National Home for Children. Your
generous support continues our legacy
of nearly 96 years of service to our
veterans and their families.

On behalf of all of us at the National
Home, your warm hearts and your
giving spirit empower us and are shared
with our community of veterans and
their families every day. You not only
brighten our day but brighten our
tomorrow.

This past fall, the National Home’s favorite Development 
Director, Sue Alverson was a featured guest on Fox 47’s 
The Morning Blend television show.

Sue was joined by Bob Hoffman, host of the Morning Blend show, and Gary Baxter, VP
and General Manager of Fox 47, as she discussed a matching gift grant the National
Home received from the Scripps Howard Foundation and Tripp's Auto in Jackson,
Michigan. Way to go, Sue!



WJ Leonard’s dedication
to the National Home is as selfless,
patriotic and enduring as his service to
our country. In fact, WJ became a
National Home
supporter before
many people reading
this were even born!

WJ served in the U.S.
Air Force during the
Korean War and his
very first gift to the
National Home was
made in 1965 when
he was stationed in
Panama.

“I became a member
of VFW Post 3822 in the Panama Canal
Zone. At the monthly meetings, a
collection was made from the change
that members had in their pockets at the
end of the month. Our quartermaster
sent the money to the VFW National
Home for Children. I thought that was a
great idea!”

Since then, WJ’s passion for the

National Home’s mission to support
military and veteran families has only
grown stronger. 

“I support the veterans and families who
are defending the USA on every side. The
VFW National Home for Children offers

support to all who
need and request it.”

WJ also has a deep
appreciation for what
a unique nonprofit
organization the
National Home is.

“I feel like I am a
part of the VFW
National Home family
and enjoy seeing what
it is accomplishing on
a daily basis,” says

WJ. “Other groups have not impressed
me to the extent that the National 
Home does.”

Many years after his support for the
National Home began, WJ is still
keeping up the drumbeat for his fellow
veterans and for those in need. He is a
Life Member in the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the American Legion, and he

has volunteered his time and energy to
many other veteran organizations. 

Recently, WJ extended his support of
the National Home even further by
making a legacy gift that will benefit
the lives of military and veteran
families for generations to come.

“I am 88 years old with a physical
disability, but I still believe in helping
people who deserve and need some help.
I don’t believe you will find a better
place for your charitable money than the
National Home.”

Thank you for your service to our
country, WJ, and for remaining on the
front line of support for the National
Home all these years.

WJ
Leonard

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself – for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Nancy Archambeau at
(866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to:
narchambeau@vfwnationalhome.org
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Recent Military Times COVID polls show that economic impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic have hit the military community hard.

Jobless claims among veterans still remain significantly above
rates from one year ago and, as recently as October 2020, nearly
500,000 veterans nationwide were looking for jobs.*

Data from a Military Times COVID poll also showed that some
groups of veterans are harder hit than others. Minority veterans,
in particular, reported greater levels of need across every single
resource category surveyed, including housing, financial
assistance, food and childcare.**

Additionally, more than half (54 percent) of female veterans
reported needing mental health support, compared with nearly 1
in 3 (31 percent) male veterans. Historically, women veterans are
more likely to be balancing the responsibilities of childcare with
work and finances.**

Economic, financial, emotional and mental health impacts like
these are only amplified by the stress and restrictions of COVID-19 

lockdowns. That’s why,
every day, our case
managers at the National
Home are working with
military families and
spouses to help them
overcome their many
challenges, develop a
healthy work/life balance,
enhance their job skills,
and set goals for the future
in pursuit of making a
strong transition to civilian life.

With your dedicated support, we will continue to meet the urgent
needs of military families as we provide them with the professional
support they deserve during these uncertain times. 
* Nick Armstrong, “Understanding the economic impacts of COVID-19 on veterans and military

families,” Military Times, published October 25, 2020.

** Leo Shane III, “Veterans employment rates improve again in October,” Military Times,
published November 6, 2020.

Military Families Feeling the Economic Impacts of the Pandemic 



Home Front Heroes take a
leading role in our mission 
by pledging to make a
recurring monthly
contribution to the National
Home. They are our front line
of support, helping provide a
steady, reliable source of
funding for our essential
programs and services.

As a monthly donor and Home Front Hero, you will help
ensure the strength and longevity of all our programs and
services. It’s simple, secure and convenient…

• You determine the amount of your monthly donation.
• Choose to use your credit card or checking/savings account.
• Increase, decrease or suspend your gift at any time.
• Start today for as little as $10 a month!

To start your monthly gift, call 866-483-9642, return the form in the
enclosed envelope, or visit www.vfwnationalhome.org/monthly
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The month of April is a time when
Americans unite to applaud military
families and their children for the daily
sacrifices they make and their courage
and resilience in the face of adversity.

At the National
Home, improving the
lives of military
children is central to
our 95-year mission
to support families
who are facing the
lingering impacts of
war. It’s our “little
patriots” that so
often shoulder the
burden of problems
such as
unemployment,
financial difficulties,
behavioral health disorders, food
scarcity, housing instability and more.
This includes deployments as well, which
can result in emotional impacts on
children, such as anger, anxiety,
depression, withdrawal, decline in school

performance, loss of interest in normal
activities and social isolation.

But thanks to your continued support,
we are helping families and their

children overcome
these challenges
through professional
counseling with case
managers, life skills
classes, a variety of
educational,
recreational and
enrichment
opportunities, and a
supportive, peaceful
environment in which
to heal.

Join us this April 
as we celebrate our

nation’s remarkable military children.
Here are just a few of the ways you 
can help:

Wear purple on Purple Up Day –
Wearing purple on Thursday, April 15,
2021 is a visible way for everyone to

show support and thank military youth
for their strength and sacrifices.

Post on social media – Use your
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram page to
celebrate military children and even
provide a link to the National Home
donation page:
www.vfwnationalhome.org/donate

Salute military children at school 
and sporting events – Encourage your
school to make a special announcement
before, during or after sporting events
recognizing all military children. 

Yard signs and ribbons – Let the whole
neighborhood know it’s the Month of the
Military Child by creating a yard sign.
You can also tie yellow or purple ribbons
around a tree.

Encourage friends to make a 
special gift to the VFW National 
Home for Children – As you know,
every dollar counts in our daily efforts to
improve the lives of the children of our
nation’s heroes!

April is the Month of the Military Child

(Veterans Proudly Serving Veterans continued...)

Home,” says Chris.

A valued member of the maintenance
department, Jimmy Lawson is a third
generation Army vet, following in the
footsteps of his father and
grandfather. He served four years
active-duty and four years in the Army
Reserves in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

While serving active-duty, Jimmy was
deployed twice to Iraq serving as a
63H (tracked vehicle repairman) and
cross-trained as a 63B (motor pool
coordinator). All this training comes
in handy at the National Home where
Jimmy regularly works with heavy
machinery and a wide range of
maintenance tasks. 

To all the veterans on the staff of the
National Home… WE SALUTE YOU!
Read the full stories of our staff heroes on the
National Home website and Facebook page.

Home 
Front
HERO

Become a Home Front Hero!


