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Did you know...
Children have been
enjoying winters at 
the National Home 
for 95 years.

Since the last edition of The Home Front,
the VFW National Home for Children
proudly announced the 2019-2020 Buddy
Poppy Child…Brooklyn!

The poppy is the official
memorial flower of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, and
each year a Buddy Poppy
child is chosen to
represent the National
Home at the VFW
National Convention to
help raise funds for the
Home. This year’s 121st
National Convention will
take place on July 18 –
23 in Reno, Nevada and
will be livestreamed nationwide!

Being a Buddy Poppy Child is a big honor
for bright, young Brooklyn. She lives in the
Illinois 1 House at the National Home with
her mom, stepfather and two sisters —
Londyn, who is one year old, and Taylor,
who is 17. 

Brooklyn just finished fourth grade and is
going to be in middle school next year! Her
favorite things to do at school are music
and reading. At the National Home, some of
Brooklyn’s favorite hobbies are painting,
playing in the gym and playing outside.
Most of all, she loves piano lessons with Ms.
Rhonda. She can even play some of her
favorite songs! 

"I am so grateful to live at the National
Home because of all these opportunities that
are possible for me. I am also grateful to live
at the National Home because they help our

family get on our feet. When
life is stressful for my mom

and step-dad, they are there to help us step-
by-step. They have helped our family so
much! We are very lucky to have the
opportunity to live at the National Home!"

Brooklyn's family was eligible to live at the
National Home because her great-grandpa
was in the Army and served in the Vietnam
War.

"I enjoy showing my appreciation to our
soldiers. My mom, sister, and I made
Christmas cards for the troops. That is the
reason I am very glad to be Buddy Poppy! It
gives me even more chances to show my
appreciation for our veterans and for the
National Home! I just want to thank
everyone for this opportunity!"

Your continued support of the National
Home gives wonderful children like
Brooklyn and her family the chance to
rebuild their lives. Thank you!
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Meet Brooklyn, The 
2019–2020 Buddy Poppy Child!



THE HOME FRONT
A publication of:
VFW National Home 
for Children
3573 South Waverly Road
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
Phone: 866-483-9642
www.vfwnationalhome.org

Staff:
Fred Puffenberger, Executive Director

Molly Studinger, Program Director

Tim Smith, Operations Director

Sue Alverson, Development Director

Todd Marriott, Facilities Director

A Word from...
Fred Puffenberger, Executive Director

PAGE 2

My first eight months here at the VFW
National Home for Children have been
quite exhilarating!

I’ve had the opportunity to sit down
with numerous National Home alums
and hear their
stories. I went door-
to-door on campus
to have meetings
with our neighbors.
We have met with
our regional
Kiwanis Club and
engaged with a
children’s charity in
Mid-Michigan, and
I’ve been
introduced to
several business
owners at events
around the area.

I’ve shot baskets in our rec center with
some of our kids, and I’ve initiated and
participated in various events on
campus, interacting with our residential
neighbors when and wherever I could.

I’ve traveled to Ohio, Missouri, and
parts of Mid-Michigan to spend time
with VFW and VFW Auxiliary members. I
also had the opportunity to speak at
the Southern Conference, which
encompasses the VFW and VFW
Auxiliary membership of 14 states.

But as busy as the past eight months

have been, it is not enough, not nearly
enough.

Today, there are many veteran families
that don't know that the National Home
is available to them. From coast to

coast, we are here
to serve our
nation's veteran
families. Here to
serve because of
you! Only through
the generosity of
our donors, past
and present, can we
provide this
opportunity to
veteran families
who have sacrificed
for us.

The National Home
is a real American

story about real American families.
Thank you for helping us write it. Your
passion, your time, your prayers and,
yes, your funding will keep this story
alive.

On behalf of our dedicated staff, the
residents of our neighborhood, and all
future residents, I send to you a very
heartfelt THANK YOU!

A Heartwarming Christmas To Remember
The Christmas spirit was alive at the National Ho-Ho-Home this
year as The Military Order of the Cootie traveled from far and
wide to bring holiday cheer to the children at the National Home. 

On Friday evening, Santa and Mrs. Claus, from VFW District 8 of
Michigan, went from house to house delivering gifts to the
eagerly awaiting children. On Saturday, families were treated to
the annual Cootie Christmas party complete with sweet treats,
games, arts and crafts and more.

Thank you! It’s your support throughout the year that makes
these magical Christmas memories possible for our residents.

A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military and
Veteran Family Helpline at 800-313-4200

or email help@vfwnationalhome.org

Do you know a military 
or veteran family in need?

Did you know…
The National Home’s education
staff helps students prepare for
standardized tests.



The 2019-20 Buddy
Poppy National Home Chairman, a long-
time VFW Auxiliary member, and also a
Life Member of the National Home, Kate
Ouellette has a deep and abiding belief
in the National Home’s mission.

“One of my strongest beliefs is that
‘Every Child Deserves A Happy Family!’
Behind the children are parents who are
veterans or family of veterans. I strongly
believe in our veterans. Every veteran is
willing to sacrifice it all for our freedom,
fighting to preserve what we have
attained through many battlefields. I
feel with my whole heart that these
children, along with their families,
deserve our support to make them whole
again. When a family has no one to turn
to, I know they can count on the
National Home.”

Kate’s love and support for the National
Home is shared by her husband, Dave,
who is a former Board President of the
National Home and Commander of the
New Hampshire VFW. It was on the

couple’s occasional visits to our campus
that Kate’s appreciation for the National
Home grew.

“Every time I visit the Home I am truly
in awe of this place. We had the
opportunity to visit the Home in
December during Christmas and it was so
inspiring. It was a joy to see the faces of
the children light up upon Santa’s
arrival!”

Kate’s visits to the campus also
reinforced her admiration for the staff
at the National Home campus.

“The staff from top to bottom are all
truly amazing in making the families
whole again. I know of no other
organization that does this kind of work
for our veterans.”

Kate feels that one of the biggest
challenges is getting the word out
about all the good the National Home
does. That’s why she always carries her
card with her and presents it to people
when the opportunity arises.

“You never know when you might come
across a veteran or a family who could
benefit from living at the National
Home.”

Thank you, Kate, for your tireless
dedication and support of the VFW
National Home for Children!

Kate 
Ouellette

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or
volunteer yourself – for a future
Donor Spotlight, please contact Nancy
Archambeau at (866) 483-9642, or by
e-mail to: info@vfwnationalhome.org

According to a recent article in The Military Times, veteran suicide numbers continue to
climb. A 2019 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report showed that around
6,100 veterans died by suicide in 2017 alone, the latest year for which data is available.
And from 2007 to 2017, the rate of suicide among veterans jumped almost 50 percent. 

In a letter accompanying the report, Dr. Richard Stone, executive in charge of the
Veterans Health Administration, said that suicide “is a national public health problem
that disproportionately affects those who served our nation.” He called upon
community partners to work with the department on “actionable, manageable steps” to
address the problem.

Last year, President Donald Trump announced the formation of a task force lead by VA
Secretary Robert Wilkie to focus on the issue of veteran and military suicide
prevention. The task force is expected to issue a formal report this spring. 

If someone you know is feeling anxious or alone and thinking about suicide, a toll-free
national Veterans Crisis Line (800-273-8255 and Press 1) is available to veterans,
troops and their families 24/7. The crisis line is staffed by caring, qualified responders
with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Veteran Suicides Still A Growing Crisis
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This fund covers all expenses associated with
operating and maintaining the facilities and
grounds (except for sponsored buildings and
houses). Examples of expenses covered by this
fund include aging infrastructure repair, road
and sidewalk repair, lawn care and supplies,
snow removal and more.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

You can donate specifically to this fund
by writing “Maintenance Fund” in the
memo line on your check, and by
returning your gift in the enclosed 
pre-addressed envelope. Thank you!
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This past October saw the official opening of two newly
renovated spaces at the National Home: our Education &
Training Center and our National Home Museum.

The modern, state-of-the-art Education and Training Center
features an intimate meeting area with a kitchenette and a
built-in sound and projection system. This space will host
resident workshops like our financial management classes, as
well as our single-parent and Vet 2 Vet groups. Additionally,
it will function as a meeting space for visitors to our campus.

Special thanks to Jerry & Linda Peterson for their matching
gift challenge to VFW Posts and Auxiliaries to fundraise for
this project.

The newly renovated National Home Museum now offers
visitors an interactive experience from the very beginning of
the National Home all the way through to the present day.
The visually stunning displays showcase authentic National
Home memorabilia, artifacts, photos, and videos. You can
listen to the stories of our past residents, take a flyover of
the National Home’s neighborhood, and even enjoy a take-
home souvenir from our photo booth.

Extreme Makeovers—
Modern Renovations 
to the National Home Campus

Give to our Maintenance Fund

National Home Campus
Calendar of Events
April 4 • Easter Treat

May 14–16 • Jr. Vice Orientation

June 3 • Trustee Board Meeting


