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Did you know...
As many as 35% of Iraq
veterans have or will
experience Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder?

The effects of bullying, both on
children who are bullied and those who
bully others, are well-known. So when
her teacher assigned students to give
presentations, one National Home
teenager knew she had to talk about
bullying.

“I know a lot of kids who have been
affected by bullying or are bullies,” she
said. “I thought it would help the VFW
(Home) if I did this.”

Described as quiet and reserved by
those who know her, the teen prepared
an informative PowerPoint presentation
on the subject. She also passed out
questionnaires asking the National
Home kids about their experiences with
bullying, and passed out strings to
promote awareness about bullying.

Next she showed the documentary,
Bully, which details the effects of
bullying on individuals and
communities, and on the country as a
whole.

According to the National Education
Association, six out of 10 teenagers
witness bullying at least once each day.
And the effects of bullying can be long-
reaching: the National Institute of

YOU
Make It Happen

National Home Gets 
a New Phone System 

Calendar of Events
February  5 • Trustees Board
Meeting • NH Campus

March 23-29 • National Home
Awareness Week • Nationwide

April 12 • Easter Treat Weekend 
• NH Campus

May 15-17 • Jr. Vice Orientation 
• NH Campus

June 11 • Trustees Board Meeting 
• NH Campus
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Phone Fund attracts $257,732 in support

National Home
Teen Takes on 
the Bullies

If you want to ensure that the National
Home can meet the future needs of veterans’
families and children, please consider a
planned gift.

Nancy Archambeau, our planned giving
officer, can help find the option that’s right
for you – whether an estate gift, a gift
annuity, or an investment in our Amy Ross
Endowment Fund.  To get started, simply use
the enclosed reply form to request our
brochure, or contact Nancy directly. Call 
toll-free 866-483-9642, or reach her by email
at info@vfwnationalhome.org. 

Help us Meet 
the Challenges
of the Future

Health states that both children who
are bullied and children who bully
others are at greater risk of loneliness,
lack of success in school, and becoming
involved with drugs, alcohol, and
tobacco.

Bullying also can have catastrophic
effects – perpetrators of homicide are
twice as likely as victims of homicide to
have experienced bullying, and the
prevalence of youth committing suicide
due to long-term bullying has given rise
to the term “bullycide” (Human Rights
Education Center of Utah.)

In closing, the National Home teen had
advice for those who are being bullied.
“The best thing, I think, anyone can do
being hurt by bullying is speak up,” she
said. “Know their self-worth. Not let
anyone bring them down.”

After more than 20 years of faithful
service to National Home families, our
campus-wide phone system far exceeded
its useful life and had to be replaced.
Landline phones are absolutely essential to
life here, as cell phone coverage is highly
unreliable in our rural area. But this major,
full-system replacement came with a major
price tag, well outside our existing budget. 

We weren’t sure such an ambitious goal
was possible. But friends like you made it
happen! And we are happy to report that
the new phone system is now installed and
operational. Not only will this upgrade
allow us to continue to provide our
families with the security of reliable phone
and internet service in their homes, it also
will serve as the backbone for our entire
campus communications network.

In fact, the new system is much more than
just phones. It is a complex computer
network, using a phone as the interface
instead of a PC. Our system manages over
130 phone lines as well as Internet access
for the homes and offices on our campus.

With today’s advanced technology, we
have every reason to believe the new
system you helped us build will provide
safe and reliable communications
capability for many years to come. So,
please accept our gratitude for this
extremely valuable improvement in our
campus life.

Thank you, 
Post #3769!

Join us in thanking VFW Post #3769 of
Pikesville KY, which donated the time
and talents of a skillful team to build a
large deck in front of the Scout Cabin
and remove an old fence from around
the lake at the National Home campus.

Post #3769 would also like to extend
thanks to the following organizations,
which helped with the travel expenses -
- VFW Posts in Hazard KY, Prestonburg
KY, District 14 in Eastern KY, and 
Taylor Metal. 

VFWNHC.3401.FEBNSL.NSL_VFWNHC.3401.FEBNSL.NSL  1/13/14  4:08 PM  Page 1



THE HOME FRONT
A publication of:
VFW National Home 
for Children
3573 South Waverly Road
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
Phone: 866-483-9642
www.vfwnationalhome.org

Staff:
Patrice Green, Executive Director

Molly Studinger, Program Director

Tim Smith,
Marketing and Development Director

Todd Marriott, Facilities Director

When Bill D’Appollonio
says that he’d describe

himself as a person who is involved in his
community, it’s a massive
understatement.

Besides his VFW work as Connecticut
National Home Chairman, and his job
with the town of Scotland Highway
Department, Bill is a member of the
volunteer fire department, serving as
Chief Engineer, Fire Fighter 1, Emergency
Medical Technician and on several
committees. 

He’s a member of St. Margaret Church
Men’s Club and of the Scotland
Instrument Lending Library. He is Post
Commander of VFW Post #10688, and is
also a member of the Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 270, where he served as
Secretary for nine years.

As if that’s not enough, you may not be
surprised to learn that he has also
organized his town’s Memorial Day
observance for 25 years.

What might he do with any remaining
spare time? Well, “I certainly wouldn’t
pass up the opportunity to sit in on
drums with a band if asked,” Bill says.

Needless to say, we are thrilled that Bill
devotes some of his considerable energy
in support of the National Home. He is
particularly supportive of our program,
that helps military and veteran families
get back on their feet after a crisis. And
he is especially concerned with the need
for funding, so that the National Home
can continue providing all services while
remaining cost-efficient.

Bill wants others to know that donating
or volunteering to help families of
veterans and active duty personnel is a
worthwhile and rewarding experience. 

As he says, “If you want this organization
to continue, support it. That way, when
all is said and done, you will have the
satisfaction of knowing you did your
part.”

A Word from...
Patrice Green, Executive Director Bill D’Appollonio

Thanks to generous supporters like you,
the joys of Christmas filled the VFW
National Home campus – and the hearts
of our kids – this holiday season.

Santa and Mrs. Claus visited
each boy and girl
individually. Children peeked
out of windows and ran to
the doorway as they heard
the National Home fire truck
pull up to their house.

The jolly couple was greeted
with cries of delight and lots
of hugs as they passed out
gifts of toys, books, and other
goodies. There were Lincoln
Logs, still made the old-

fashioned way out of wood, lots
of Lego kits, and more.

In fact, Santa Claus somehow
knew exactly what each boy and

girl wanted for Christmas. One little girl
was thrilled to receive the My Little Pony
set that she had been wanting, and
another boy was given a CD by his favorite
country singer, George Strait.

After passing out gifts, Santa and Mrs.
Claus gave everybody a Merry Christmas
hug before heading out into the chilly

night. Santa even signed the cast of one
young man!

With the campus-wide decorations and all
the other celebrations, it was a Christmas
the National Home kids will always
remember. Thanks for helping to make 
it happen!
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I often wish you were here with me, to
see firsthand the tremendous impact your
support has on the
lives of veterans’
children and families.
And that is especially
true in times of
celebration, like the
recent Christmas
season.

You helped us create
so much happiness –
happiness that these
children, these
families, richly
deserved. The
struggles that
brought them here
faded away, at least
for a bit, while they joined together in
communal celebration of the season.
There were decorations in every home
and across the campus, a wintery picnic,
singing, and of course – visits from
Santa, riding high on our very own
National Home fire truck.

Elsewhere on this page, you’ll find photos
and articles describing the events. It’s not

the same as being here,
but I hope they’ll give you
some sense of the joy you
shared…and I hope you’ll
take a moment to savor
that joy and our
appreciation for it.

Because now, as the new
year marches on and the
need for our help and
service continues to rise, I
know it is only the steady
support of friends like you
that will get us through.
The sights and sounds of
Christmas may have
departed, but the spirit of

giving is alive and well.

You are my daily evidence of that fact,
and I am more grateful than you can
possibly imagine.
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Long after serving in Vietnam with the US
Navy, Bill continues to serve his town, as a
Highway Foreman.

Christmas Celebrations 
Delivered Real Joy

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

YOU
Make It Happen

You Filled Our
Christmas Tree
with Love!
National Home families were touched to
receive warm wishes from so many caring
friends this holiday season. As you can
see, our tree was completely covered with
the signed ornaments that friends like
you mailed in. Thanks so much for taking
the time to share your love this
Christmas! It really means a lot to
everyone here at the National Home.

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself -- for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Nancy Archambeau at
(866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to:
narchambeau@vfwnationalhome.org

In early December, National Home
residents joined together to create 
hand-made Christmas cards for troops
overseas and for veterans spending their
holidays in hospitals. Creativity and
caring flowed freely from our group,
which included adults as well as kids
from high school age down to toddlers!
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