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Did you know...
You can benefit the
National Home by making
all of your Amazon
purchases through Amazon
Smile? Learn more at
smile.amazon.com.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
impact our entire nation, the National
Home community is doing its part to
flatten the curve here in Eaton Rapids,
MI as we adhere to CDC social distancing
guidelines to ensure the health and
safety of the families entrusted to our care. 

During the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the National Home operated under the
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” order mandated by
Michigan’s Governor, Gretchen Whitmer. But
thanks to the support of patriotic donors
like you, our programming staff was still
able to remotely serve both parents and
children living on our campus.

One way we continue to support resident
families is through online tools and
resources like Himama, an innovative
daycare app that allowed us to better

communicate with parents and remotely
assist them with children’s activities like
storytime, singing songs together, and
playing games to keep their little minds
moving. 

Another way our caring staff has been
supporting our families is by providing
them with care packages of books especially
for the kids.

Uncertain times like these call for
creative solutions and the National
Home staff is adapting to the new
normal as, together, we do our best to
stay together while remaining apart.

We at the National Home extend our
deepest sympathy to those most
affected by this pandemic, and we
reaffirm our 95 year history of helping
deserving military and veteran families
create a new path forward in their lives.
Thank you for your unwavering
support!
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Adapting and
Rising to the
Challenge of
COVID-19

A resident family shines a light of creativity in the
windows of their home while self-isolating. 



Set a reminder to go back in time every
Thursday with the National Home on
Facebook. Each week we post a
vintage photo of life at the National
Home from back in the day. As you
can imagine, there’s no shortage of
content to enjoy. After all, the
National Home has 95 years of history
and memories to share, including
outdoor fun with the children, special
holiday events, vintage photos of
campus buildings, 4-H program
flashbacks and candid photos of the
many military and veteran families who
have lived on our beloved campus in
Eaton Rapids, MI over the decades. 

Just like our Facebook page today. It’s that easy!

ENJOY SWEET MEMORIES ON THROWBACK THURSDAYS
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I want to take a moment to express how
proud I am of the strength, resolve and
unity of our entire community, as well
as our nationwide network of patriotic
supporters like you
who are helping us
weather the COVID-19
pandemic. 

This home, this
wonderfully 95-year-
old campus of homes,
is nothing if not a
testament to the
American spirit. The
spirit of self-sacrifice,
compassion, and
community. In the
face of adversity, we
find the best within
ourselves.

Those of us who work at the National
Home are fortunate to serve veterans
and their families who have
courageously already faced adversity in
their lives. Through their actions and
service, we are reminded each day of
the attributes of self-sacrifice, integrity
and perseverance, all leading to brighter
days ahead.

As a non-profit, 100% privately funded
entity, I do worry about the impact the
pandemic will have on our finances. It
is no secret that we would be unable to

assist any of our
veterans or their
families without your
support in prayers and
in funding. 

For nearly 250 years,
America has overcome
a multitude of
challenges. COVID-19
is not the first, nor
will it be our last.

Our American spirits
and hearts are
inspired by challenges.
You and I, the

supporters and friends of the VFW
National Home for Children, will once
again prove our resilience and emerge
from this as strong as ever.  

Thank you for keeping us in your
prayers.

A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military and
Veteran Family Helpline at 800-313-4200

or email help@vfwnationalhome.org

Do you know a military 
or veteran family in need?



“Buddy” Poppy Child Inspires All on Memorial Day
This past Memorial Day, our very own “Buddy” Poppy Child for 2019-20, Brooklyn, had the honor of
delivering a special online speech on behalf of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States to honor
the memory of those who have courageously served our country.

Since 1930, the VFW has distributed “Buddy”® Poppies at locations across America on Memorial Day, but
the COVID-19 pandemic prevented the proud tradition from happening this year. Instead, Brooklyn was
invited to commemorate the holiday with a speech and the talented fifth grader came through with flying
colors. Her patriotic words were truly uplifting and culminated with a heartfelt reading of “In Flanders
Fields,” the poem that was the original inspiration for the poppy tradition.

Brooklyn’s speech can be seen in its entirety on the National Home’s Facebook page. Way to go, Brooklyn!

David and Susan Root
know a thing or two

about dedication. They have been
married for 54 years and have been
ardent supporters of the National Home
for 15 years. Their commitment to the
Home and its mission stems from
profound personal experiences
throughout their lives.

David served four years in the Navy and
made three cruises to Vietnam as an
aviation ordnanceman in the Gulf of
Tonkin. He is a VFW Gold Legacy Life
Member of VFW Post 1079 in Elyria,
Ohio, Past State Commander for the
VFW Department of Ohio, and a Life
Member of the National Home.

“My father, my son and I all served in
the United States Navy,” says David.
“My grandson is thinking he might do
the same. That would be four
generations of ‘Root sailors.’ My great
grandfather served in the volunteer army
during the Civil War and then in the
Regular Army during the Indian Wars.

“I was put up for adoption at birth and
spent my first five years in foster homes
and orphanages before being adopted. It
certainly had a long-lasting effect on me.
The first time I visited the National
Home in 2005, I fell in love with the
beautiful campus and the wonderful
caring staff. I think it’s very important
to keep a family together at all cost and
the National Home has the same belief.”

Su is a Life Member of the National
Home and a retired accounting clerk
whose deep appreciation for the
sacrifices of military and veteran
families began during David’s
deployments in Vietnam.

“As a military spouse during David’s
deployments, I understand what it
means to have to function back home
alone,” recalls Su. “I worried and prayed
for him the whole four years.

“I knew Navy wives who had children
and I watched as they coped with life as
a single parent for ten months of the
year, struggling to maintain a household
and a sense of normalcy for their
children. They would have truly
appreciated the National Home’s Military
and Veteran Family Helpline.”

David and Su still love to visit the
National Home campus and they haven’t
missed an Ohio Day in 15 years.

“The feeling of being in a safe place is
palpable,” says Su. “You can feel it in
the air and see it on the faces of children
and adults. You just know you are in a
place where people really care!”

In 2018-19, when David was VFW Ohio
State Commander, he and the
Department President named the
National Home as their joint project for
the year. As a result, caring VFW Posts
and Auxiliaries in Ohio raised and
donated $30,000, with the net proceeds
benefiting the Amy Ross Endowment
Fund. A gorgeous statue and plaque
were erected in the Tribute Park to
commemorate their generosity and love

for the National Home.

“Since my first visit, I have been a firm
believer in the National Home and I have
supported it in many ways,” says David.
“I’m a Life Member, I purchased a
Tribute Brick for myself and my wife, I
make a purchase at the store during
every visit, and I donate in some way
every year. I want to make sure that
others become aware of the Home and all
that it does.”

David and
Susan RootDONOR

SPOTLIGHT

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or
volunteer yourself – for a future
Donor Spotlight, please contact Nancy
Archambeau at (866) 483-9642, or by
e-mail to: info@vfwnationalhome.org
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David (in white jacket) and Su Root, 
pictured next to the statue commemorating 

the Ohio VFW's generosity.



A highly skilled and certified caseworker, Kirsten has followed
her heart to help the military and veteran families at the
National Home.

“Growing up in a fairly urban city,
I saw a lot of families struggling,”
says Kirsten. “I just wanted to
learn how to help people in the
best way possible.

“When I started working with the
homeless in my first internship,
everything clicked for me, and I
realized that social work was my
calling. I realized I really could
help make a difference in
someone’s life by giving my
support and walking with people
on their journey.”

Kirsten holds both a bachelor’s and
master’s degree in social work from
Michigan State University. She has
also continued to hone her skills as
a social work professional by
gaining additional certifications.
Last year, Kirsten finished a
certification in financial social
work, and it has been a useful tool
in her work at the National Home.
Financial management issues tend
to be a common struggle for our residents, and financial
management courses or training is a required part of our

program. Kirsten’s financial social work certification
encourages professionals to think about the financial stressors
prevalent in all economic times. It goes beyond the dollars

and cents of traditional money
management and engages the more
creative side of the brain in
financial healing.

Kirsten is continuing to further her
education. She is currently
working on a Trauma Certificate at
Michigan State University and
looks forward to how it will benefit
the veterans in the National Home
community. She is also interested
in other certificate programs
through MSU, such as the Combat
Veterans Certificate.  

“The residents here invite me into
their lives for the time that they
live here, which is such an honor
and a privilege for me. In every
journey I take here at the National
Home, I find myself growing even
more as a person. 

“I have a shirt that I often wear
that says, ‘I can't promise to fix all
your problems, but I can promise
you won't have to face them alone.’

That quote sums up why I love my profession and why I love
working at the National Home.”

Keep the Home Strong through Summer
In response to CDC recommendations and the Governor of Michigan’s
directives, we have been forced to cancel large fundraising events
that are critical to sustaining the programs and services we provide
free-of-charge to struggling military and veteran families.

You can help us recover from our summer funding shortfall by
returning the enclosed reply form with your special gift today. Your
generosity will help us remain a safe refuge for the families of our
nation's heroes who have sacrificed so much and still face so many
daunting challenges. Your gift will provide them with shelter,
professional counseling, education, life skills programs and support
wherever it is needed most. 

In this most difficult time for the families entrusted to our care,
please give generously. Thank you!
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Social Worker Spotlight: 
Case Manager Kirsten Is Right on the Money


