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Did you know...
The late, great Doris Day
was once a representative
for the National Home’s
Buddy Poppy program.

A recent Department of
Defense report on
military families shed
new light on the variety
of challenges that
spouses of active duty
and reserve
servicemembers face due
to military service.* 

Nearly a million partners
of active duty and reserve
troops reported high
stress, anxiety unemployment or divorce as
a result of being deployed on active duty or
following a move triggered by a new
deployment. 

Among the findings, 92 percent of people
married to reservists reported feeling an
increase in stress levels during their
spouse's deployment, while 85 percent said
they felt anxious or depressed. Deployments
also triggered feelings of isolation — 88
percent said they experienced loneliness.

The survey found that the unemployment
rate for active-duty spouses was
exponentially higher in 2017 than the
national average at the time. Nearly a
quarter of the 612,127 active-duty spouses
said they were unemployed, a far greater
percentage than Americans outside the
military. 

Additionally, those who had been forced to 

move due to a spouse's new deployment
were twice as likely to be unemployed.
Finding a job often took seven months or
more after a relocation.

Impacts like these are exactly why our case
managers at the National Home are working
with military families and spouses every
day to help them overcome their
challenges, develop a healthy work/life
balance, enhance their job skills, set goals
for the future and make a strong transition
to civilian life.

We are all increasingly concerned about the
continued sacrifices that accompany
prolonged deployments and periods of
conflict. But rest assured, your continued
support will enable the National Home to
evolve to meet the changing needs of
military families as we continue to provide
them with safe refuge and life-changing
services in their hour of need.

*National Public Radio website: “Military Families Experience
High Stress, Anxiety and Unemployment, Report Says,”
published February 21, 2019.
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As I embrace the tremendous honor of
being the new Executive Director of the
VFW National Home for Children and I
look forward to continuing our life-
changing work for
military families at
our beautiful campus
here in Eaton Rapids,
Michigan, I can’t help
but think how my life
has come full circle.

As a young boy, I
grew up in this area
and I was close
friends with many
“VFW kids.” I have
many fond memories
of playing with them
here on campus.
Among them were the Nowak brothers,
whose family lived on campus and with
whom I am still friends to this very day. 

Since those early days, I have spent
over 30 years in leadership roles as part
of the higher education auxiliary
services field, serving at schools in
Michigan, Maryland, and Tennessee. I
have also spent several years in both
volunteering and serving in board
leadership capacities for Hospice of
Lansing, Child and Families Charities,
and as a member of the Foster Care
Review boards in the States of Michigan
and Tennessee. 

Through it all, my passion has always
been serving the needs of America’s
youth, and there’s no place I’d rather
continue to serve them than in my own

hometown. 

As I strive to
continue the
remarkable legacy
that Patrice Green
has achieved over the
past 15 years, I am so
very proud to support
the families of our
nation’s heroes. I
have seen firsthand
what the National
Home has done for
generations of
military families, and

I believe that we truly honor their
sacrifices by offering our support,
resources and safe refuge when they
need us most. 

I welcome you to come visit the
National Home and see for yourself all
the good that we are doing for
America’s military and veteran families
here in Eaton Rapids every day.

Thank you for your patriotism and your
continued support!

Did you know…
The Margaret A. Armstrong Guest Lodge
and Chapel on the National Home campus
was originally built in 1949.

Give to our Activity Fund
The recreation program at the National Home
promotes fun, friendship and fitness for the
children of our military and veteran families.
Your contribution to our Activity Fund will
help provide activities such as 4H, recreation,
camps, music lessons and much more.

HOW TO HELP:
You can donate specifically for the 
activity program by writing “Recreation
Fund” in the memo line on your check
and return your gift in the enclosed 
pre-addressed envelope.

A service of the VFW National Home for Children

Encourage them to call our Military and
Veteran Family Helpline at 800-313-4200

or email help@vfwnationalhome.org

Do you know a military 
or veteran family in need?



A VFW Auxiliary Past
National Officer and

devoted supporter of the National
Home, Virginia Carman first became
acquainted with the National Home like
so many people have — on a trip to our
campus outside Eaton Rapids, Michigan.

“I’d known about the National Home
since my early days in the Jr. Girls
Auxiliary, but I first visited the campus
when I was the State VFW Auxiliary
National Home chairman,” recalls
Virginia. “They had an orientation for
chairmen back then, much like the Jr.
Vice orientation they have now. I have
been hooked ever since.”

That first visit left a lasting impression
on Virginia and opened her eyes to the
important, life-changing work being
done here on behalf of struggling
military and veteran families.

“Once I saw the dedication of the staff,
the impressive campus and the
testimony from people who lived at the
National Home, I knew it was a place
that we had to make sure stayed open
for the families as a legacy to all
veterans.”

Virginia’s passion for helping veterans
was also inspired by her father, who
served in the Army in Korea during 
the war.

“I always admired how my father and
other VFW members continued serving
their communities and veterans long
after their military career was over. That
led me to VFW programs, which included
the National Home.”

Recently, Virginia demonstrated the
depth of her commitment to helping
military families when she made a
legacy gift to the National Home.

“A legacy gift to the National Home is a
wonderful way to make a permanent
and lasting impact for the National
Home,” says Virginia. “As my family has
gotten older and more financially
secure, I wanted some of my money to
go somewhere where it will make a
difference in lives. The National Home is
that place.”

Today, Virginia lives in the town of
Renton, Washington near Seattle, where
she devotes her energy and experience
to VFW initiatives as a VFW Auxiliary
Past National Officer. She also
occasionally finds time to squeeze in a
few frames of bowling with her friends. 

Thank you, Virginia, for your incredible
generosity and your enduring
commitment to the VFW National Home
for Children!

Virginia
Carman

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Want to learn more about legacy 
gifts to the National Home?

Let us help you find the giving 
option that best meets your personal,
charitable, and financial goals. 
Email Nancy Archambeau at
givesmarter@vfwnationalhome.org 
or call 517-663-7931.

In March, the National Home celebrated National Reading Month with a host
of fun and educational activities for the children of our families. Staff
members took turns reading to the kids at our Early Education Center and our
little bookworms were also treated to a trip to the local library every
Wednesday for special reading events. Things got sweeter when the kids
participated in the Chocolate Olympics, an annual chocolate-themed event
that is held at libraries across the country. Other events included bingo to win
free books and craft activities like making bookmarks.

One For The Books — Kids Celebrate National Reading Month
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Congratulations
to our
Graduating
Seniors ─
We’re So 
Proud of You!

National Home Campus
Calendar of Events
Aug 3 • Ohio Day

Aug 4 • Michigan Day

Aug 4 • .1K Fun Run

Sep 28 • Illinois Day 

Sep 29 • Indiana Day 

Oct 25 • Board of Trustees
Meeting

Oct 26 • Annual Meeting of Life
Members

Oct 26 • Fall Festival

Dec 7 • Cootie Christmas

Ashley has lived at the National Home for four years and will be graduating from Eaton Rapids High School where she has
played volleyball and been involved in the high school's Interact Club, which provides the opportunity for young people to work
together in a world fellowship dedicated to service and international understanding. Ashley will be attending Central Michigan
University in the fall. 

Emily has lived at the National Home for four years. In her time here, she has participated in Work Crew and has volunteered at
the Battle Creek VA. Emily plans on taking a gap year to take part in Americorps NCCC before heading off to college to pursue
her passion for the environment. Emily would like to thank the National Home for all the opportunities they have offered her.

Sam is a jack of all trades. He just started 4H this season, he is participating in Life Skills classes and he will be starting on the
Work Crew this summer. Sam is participating in an Early College program through the Eaton Rapids high school in partnership
with Lansing Community College. He has completed his high school requirements and will soon have his associate’s degree in
welding! 

Madison has lived at the National Home for three years. While here, she has done it all! She has participated in 4H, Life Skills
classes, painting classes and the Work Crew; volunteered at the VA Medical Center in Battle Creek; and even served on the Teen
Advisory Board. Madison will be graduating from Eaton Rapids High School where she participated in Young Life, a Christian
ministry group for adolescents. 

Macaila has been living at the National Home for a year and a half. She participated in 4H and FFA prior to living here and
continued to work in 4H with the National Home. She is graduating from nearby Springport High School where she has
participated in track
and cross country for
the past two years. She
is undecided between
college or going to a
trade school, but either
way, she has a very
bright future ahead 
of her! 

Ashley Emily

Sam Madison Macaila


