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Did you know...
Up to 44% of service
members have difficulty
adjusting to civilian life
after deployment. 

When Tyler Peek ranks his priorities in life,
fatherhood has always come out on top. His
son Jylon can attest to that: “My dad puts
other people before himself, and he puts
family first no matter what.”

Tyler fought tirelessly for the right to raise
his children who were living in unsafe
conditions, enduring over three years of
court battles to win custody of his three
children. 

But the fight left Tyler bankrupt from legal
fees, and the challenges of providing for his
hard-won family proved too much, working
a low wage warehouse job and living in a
tiny garage apartment.

“It was hard. There were a lot of days where
I’d have a breakdown. People were tossing
options at me like giving one of the kids up
for adoption. I didn’t want to have
anything to do with that.”

Then help arrived from an unexpected
source. Tyler’s ex father-in-law had served
faithfully in Vietnam. His service qualified
his grandchildren for assistance from the
VFW National Home for Children.

Tyler and his children were provided with
free housing in one of our 42 single-family
homes for up to four years, with free
educational support and any other type of
support the family needed.

“It’s almost like you walked into heaven
when you walk in here because you have
everything you need, everything you want.”

Once settled on campus, Tyler began to 

pursue his education, earning an associate’s
degree at Lansing Community College. At
the same time, his children were finally free
to just be kids. Taylor Peek was even
awarded the distinguished position of the
VFW Buddy Poppy Child and was honored at
the VFW National Convention!

At the end of his time, Tyler was working a
secure job at an auto manufacturer with
good pay and benefits. The children thrived
and even made honor roll at school. Taylor
now plays on the basketball team and runs
track for his school.

The National Home gave Tyler and his
children a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. In
turn, Tyler was able to give his children a
happy childhood. “He’s always been there for
us,” says Taylor. “He’s
like the best dad that
there could ever be.”
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Your support helped Tyler and his children
have a brighter future.

YOU
Make It Happen

National Home “Almost Heaven”
For Devoted Father
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The National Home campus is so lovely
this time of year that I can’t help but
wonder how it looks to a family that is
seeing it for the first time. The rich
green hues of the
oak and elm trees
that line our
streets. Children
gliding by on their
bicycles. The cozy,
secure homes that
welcome these
military families
after the hardships
they’ve endured.

In our lead story
about Tyler Peek
and his children,
you’ll learn how
these first
impressions of the
National Home can
be so powerful, helping families
embrace our safe community and
understand that they really can make a
fresh start here. 

But once they get settled in, it’s up to
us to fulfill the promise of that first

day by providing them with the
professional support, the basic needs,
the compassion and the guidance they
so urgently need. It’s your unwavering

support that makes
all this possible.

In this issue of The
Home Front, you’ll
also see how our
teens are making a
big difference on our
campus and well
beyond it. You’ll read
about the long-
distance dedication
of a loyal donor and
war veteran, as well
as a special Easter
treat that our
children enjoyed this
spring.

Thank you for your
support…and have a safe, happy
summer! 

National Home Earns Rave Reviews on Facebook

A service of the 
VFW National Home for Children

Call our Military and Veteran 
Family Helpline at 800-313-4200

or email 
help@vfwnationalhome.org

Do you know a 
military or veteran

family in need?

The National Home has garnered a lot of fans on Facebook and social media. Here’s what just a few of
them had to say about us:

“I was amazed at what the VFW National Home for Children do for our Vets
and their families. I wish there were more places like this.”

“They are truly changing lives and making this world a better place.”

“There are no words that can describe the sense of community that surrounds
you while you are there. This is a small slice of heaven in America.”

Follow us today on Facebook or Twitter for the latest news, posts and updates. Just search for “VFW National Home for
Children” or “@vfwnationalhome” on Facebook, or “@VFWKids” on Twitter. You can also find us on Pinterest and YouTube.
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Randell Himes’s love
for the National Home

and the families we serve is big enough
that it stretches half way around the
world. Stationed in Atsugi, Japan,
Randell has been a Life Member donor
since 2014 when he was first asked to
hold the position of VFW National Home
for Children Chairman for the
Department of Pacific Areas.

Randell has always admired the many
ways that the National Home reaches
out to assist the families of our nation’s
active duty and retired military.
“Whether they are down on their luck
or dealing with the loss of a loved one,
the National Home steps in to ensure
the safety of their children while the
parents are studying to better
themselves, get back on their feet, and
gain the confidence to get back on
track with their lives.”

Randell’s compassion for military and
veteran families stems from his own
family’s legacy of military service that
spans many of our nation’s most
important war theaters. “I had uncles
that served and fought in World War 2,
the Korean War, and Vietnam,” says

Randell with pride. “I myself spent
many years at sea and on-station in the
Persian Gulf during the conflicts over
there.”

As a dedicated supporter, Randell has
always been impressed by the National
Home’s education and assistance for
families, from the daycare center and
after-school programs to other
programs like the 4-H Club, music
classes, and the library. But at the
heart of it all is his concern for the
children and their futures.

“The National Home fits right inside my
heart. I just love the children and their
smiles just melt straight through me. So
it is hard for me so see a child deprived
of what they need to get through this
world nowadays.”

Randell also encourages others to
support the National Home in any way
they can. “Any donation you make is
well worth it in the long run. Because
the National Home needs us, and we
need the National Home to help our
struggling veterans and their families.”

Thank you, Randell!

Randell E. Himes
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DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself – for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Nancy Archambeau at
(866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to:
info@vfwnationalhome.org

Randell Himes
LNSC Asst. Asset Manager
NCTSFE, Local Network Service Center Det.
Atsugi NAF Atsugi, Japan

For the past three years, the Teen Advisory
Board (TAB) at the National Home has
continued to grow in popularity with our
close-knit campus population.  

TAB is a group of teens from grades 6 -
12 who are interested in becoming more
involved in their community through
their local library. The goals of this group
are to give young people a voice for
change, help them feel connected to the
library and become lifelong library users.
The group gives them the opportunity to
build leadership skills and job skills,
learn responsibility and engage in
community service.

TAB meets every two months in the
relaxed environment of our campus

library to eat pizza and discuss
the next few months of library
activities using informal
parliamentary procedure. 

In addition to serving their
community, the teens also learn
the importance of helping our
nation's military. This year they
are demonstrating their support
by gathering and preparing
items to be sent overseas to
deployed troops through
Operation Shoebox. They have
also collected donations through
a can drive and have supplied
items for the local Blue Star
Mothers Chapter.

National Home Teens Focused on Service

Teens from the National Home conduct a can drive to
raise funds for deployed troops.



Throughout the year, the National Home staff plans and implements
a wide variety of enriching and educational activities for the children
of the families we serve. These activities promote fun, friendship and
life skills. The Activity Fund covers all expenses associated with
activities such as 4-H, camps, music lessons, arts and crafts, and
much more.

HOW YOU CAN HELP: You can make a specific donation by
simply writing “Activity Fund” in the memo line on your check,
and then returning your gift in the enclosed pre-addressed
envelope.  Thank you!
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Despite the blustery weather, the
Easter spirit shined through for
the kids at the National Home. As
they do each year, the Department
of Ohio Military Order of the
Cootie put together a wonderful
event that was a true Easter treat. 

The children enjoyed a morning
of playing in bounce houses, a
special meeting with some-bunny special in the Community Center
auditorium, and hunting for eggs on the Community Center lawn. 

The fun didn’t stop there. That evening, the Cooties treated the children
to roller skating and pizza to top off a day the kids will remember forever.

Thank you, Cooties!

A-Tisket, A-Tasket — The Easter
Bunny Hops into the Home

Please Support Our Activity Fund

MISSION:
Giving Smarter to the National Home

The National Home offers many options that can help
you give smarter, secure your future finances, and
establish a personal legacy that will support our
families for generations to come.

Our free “Ways to Give Smarter Boot Camp” handbook
gives you the basic training you need to understand
giving options that can help you:

• Reduce your taxes
• Ensure a guaranteed, fixed income for your lifetime
• Save on capital gains

Download your copy at vfwnationalhome.org/givesmarter. To learn more,
email us at givesmarter@vfwnationalhome.org or call 517-663-7931.

Aug 4 • Ohio Day

Aug 5 • Michigan Day

Sept 22 • Illinois Day

Sept 23 • Indiana Day

Sept 26 • Ballot Counting

Oct 26 • Board of Trustees Meeting

Oct 27 • Annual Meeting of 
Life Members

Oct 27 • Fall Festival

Nov 30 • Santa Fire Truck Delivery

Dec 1 • Cootie Christmas Party

National Home Campus
Calendar of Events


