
Home Front
T H E

Home Front

VFW National Home for Children • 3573 South Waverly Rd. • Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 • Phone: 866-483-9642 • www.vfwnationalhome.org

A Special Report for Friends of the VFW National Home for Children • Summer 2017

Did you know...
4-H participants are 4X
more likely to make
contributions to their
communities than students
in other out-of-school
activities?*

*The Positive Development of Youth: Comprehensive Findings
from the 4-H Study of Positive Youth Development. Written by
Richard M. Lerner, Jacqueline V. Lerner, and colleagues.

The National Home continues to grow the
young leaders of tomorrow through our
incredible 4-H program. The 4-H season is
now in full swing and our summer
participants are making hay while the sun
shines.

To start off, we have Riley, our first timer!
Riley is nine years old and is super excited
to be able to show a pig this year. He has
watched his brother Donavon for the past
two years and really enjoyed helping him
with his pig chores.

Also participating are two seasoned
veterans, Kassidy and Landon. Kassidy is 15
years old and has participated in 4-H for
four years. Landon is ten and this is his
second year showing pigs (he showed a
rabbit his first year).

The 4-H animal program provides an ideal
environment for “learning by doing,” which
is one of the mottos of 4-H. This hands-on
program gives young people the
opportunity to learn about agriculture, gain
a sense of accomplishment, and create
memories that last a lifetime. The kids have
fun spending time with their friends,
making friends, and sharing their newfound
knowledge with their families.

Our 4-H club is called the “VFW Dynamos”
and its focus is raising rabbits and hogs. It’s
a lot of hard work being a “dynamo” kid!
Children are encouraged to go to the farm
every day to work with their animals.
Besides feeding the animals, the hog pens
need to be cleaned every day and the rabbit
cages cleaned every other day. 

Ultimately, the kids will see their efforts
rewarded during this month’s Eaton County
Fair, when all animals will be sold at
auction. After reimbursing the National
Home for half the original cost of the
animal and the cost of feed, each 4-H
member will keep the profit from their sale.

We are grateful to all our National Home
supporters for making our fantastic 4-H
program possible. You can check out 
more 4-H highlights at
www.vfwnationalhome.org/blog or by
visiting the National Home Facebook page.
Go 4-H Dynamos!

Meet This Summer’s Fantastic 
4-H Kids 
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Landon

Kassidy
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I want to thank you for the generous
support you have provided to the
National Home.

By choosing to support us, you honor
the service of
America’s veterans
and active military
by helping their
families. Without
your support, these
families might not
have the chance to
get back on their feet
after a crisis. And
that makes me both
proud and grateful.

As you’ll see in this
summer’s newsletter,
we’ve had a very
exciting first half of
2017…and we have even more in store
for the second half! Most importantly,
you’ll see the direct impact that your
support has had on the children and
families who have come to us for help.

Take a moment to meet the recent high
school graduates from the National
Home. It was your support that enabled
us to provide these young people with
the basic needs, the guidance, the
resources and the values that will serve

them well as they embark on their new
lives in the “real world.”

I think you’ll also enjoy seeing the
hard work and dedication that this

year’s fantastic 4-H
Club “Dynamos” are
devoting to their hogs
in advance of this
month’s county fair.

On a more urgent
note, this edition of
our newsletter also
offers a revealing look
at the different ways
that adverse
experiences can
impact the lives of
military children.
These are effects that
we are very familiar

with here at the National Home and
that your support is helping us address
as we continue to help military and
veteran families heal from the lingering
effects of war.

On behalf of all of us, we wish you a
safe and relaxing summer…and thank
you for supporting the families of our
nation’s war heroes!

Congrats to our Graduating Seniors ─
We’re So Proud of You!

Jarett has been at
the National Home for
three years.  While in
high school, he
played football and
ran track. He's not
quite sure where his
journey will take him
next, but he's
considering attending
a trade school to
learn a skilled trade.

Zack has been with us for four
years at the National Home.
During his high school career,
he played football, basketball,
ran track, and was the Sports
Editor for the high school's
magazine. He plans on
attending Olivet College in the
fall to play football. He was
recruited by several schools, but
decided to go with Olivet
because he liked the hometown
feeling of their campus.

MILITARY & VETERAN FAMILY HELPLINE

800-313-4200
A service of the VFW National Home for Children

help@vfwnationalhome.org



Jerry Peterson’s
dedication to the National

Home stems from decades of service to
the armed forces, a family military
history, and his continued service to
the VFW and veteran support programs.

Jerry is a combat veteran of Vietnam
and Desert Storm in the USAF and has
33 years of military service. He was a C-
141 flight engineer for 28 years, with
over 5,000 hours.

Jerry’s Father served for 30 years, both
in the Navy and in the Army. He
completed numerous submarine war
patrols during WWII. He transferred to
the Army and completed tours of duty
in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Both
he and Jerry were on active duty in
Vietnam at the same time.

Jerry is currently Junior Vice
Commander for the VFW Department of
Nevada, as well as State Chairman for
the National Home. On a recent visit to
the National Home campus, Jerry was

struck by the serenity and joy he
witnessed there.

“It’s so peaceful and such a beautiful
place. You could tell that these children
were having a positive experience,
interacting and playing with each
other.”

Lately, Jerry has also been impressed by
our Military and Veteran Family
Helpline.

“Sometimes people just don’t know
where to turn. With Helpline, these
people can get help with their
individual needs right where they live.”

As a veteran who’s been involved with
the National Home for some time, Jerry
knows the important role that it plays
for struggling military families.

“A lot of the families are single parents
on their own and who are hurting. The
National Home is a refuge for these
families that need assistance. It brings
families together.”

After being stationed in places as
disparate as Virginia and Germany, Jerry
now resides in Henderson, Nevada with
his wife Linda, to whom he has been
married for 43 years. Now that’s a loyal
soldier!

Jerry Peterson

PAGE 3

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself – for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Nancy Archambeau at
(866) 483-9642, or by e-mail to:
info@vfwnationalhome.org

A new study from the Center for Disease
Control and Kaiser Permanente Adverse
Childhood Experiences (ACE) provides
added perspective on the long-term effects
of stress, attachment and resilience in
military children.

The study found that almost two-thirds of
17,000 participants had experienced an ACE
(e.g., parental separation or divorce,
household mental illness, substance misuse
within household) and that risk for
development of psychological and physical
conditions later in life increased with the
number of ACEs experienced. Exposure to
ACEs is associated with many negative
health outcomes including depression,
suicide attempts and illicit drug use.

On top of common childhood stressors that
children customarily face, military children
also deal with other unique stressors
related to military life. These can include
extended separations from parent(s) during
deployment, disrupted relationships due to
frequent moves, parents who are coping
with combat-related illness and injuries,
and multiple shifts in family dynamics as
the family unit adjusts to service-related
changes. It can be a lot to handle and
while some children thrive under this
stress, others are not as prepared to cope.

At the National Home, we are continually
providing counseling, support and practical
resources to military families to raise
healthy, resilient children despite the

stressors and challenges they may face.
Your support helps us ensure that our
military children avoid the ACEs that
thousands of families face today and grow
up to achieve their full potential.

Working to Reverse the Trend 
of Adverse Childhood Experiences



The recreation program
at the National Home
promotes fun,
friendship and fitness
for the children of our
military and veteran
families. Throughout
the year, our staff
plans and hosts a
variety of physical and
life-long learning
activities. Your
contribution to our
Recreation Area
Improvement Fund will help provide
maintenance and upkeep of our fishing
pond and recreation area that is
enjoyed year-round by both our
residents and visitors. The area includes
a pond, rustic cabin for campouts, fire
pit, hiking trails, fishing docks and
picnic pavilions.

HOW TO HELP:

You can donate specifically for 
the activity program by writing
“Recreation Fund” in the memo 
line on your check, and return 
your gift in the enclosed 
pre-addressed envelope.

Thank you!

National Home Campus
Calendar of Events
Aug 5 • Ohio Day

Aug 6 • Michigan Day

Sep 23 • Illinois Day 

Sep 24 • Indiana Day 

Sep 27 • Ballot Counting 

Oct 27 • Board of Trustee
Meeting 

Oct 28 • Annual meeting of Life
Members

Oct 28 • MO/WI Fall Festival

Dec 1 • Santa Fire Truck Delivery  

Dec 2 • Cootie Christmas Party
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Despite an April snowstorm, the weather was warm
and breezy when the Cooties made their annual
trek to the National Home for our “Easter Treat.”
The children were treated to an Easter egg hunt, a
visit with the Easter Bunny in the Community Center auditorium, inflatables and
other activities in the gymnasium, and an ice cream social in the cafe. Later that
day, there was a field trip to the Allskate Fun Center in Jackson to conclude the
evening with a Roller Skating Party!

Thank you, Cooties…for all that you do for the residents at the VFW National Home
for Children!

Roxanne Partak is 21 years old and
graduated last May from Michigan State
University with her bachelor's degree in
Criminal Justice.

She has volunteered with us since
October of 2016. This summer, Roxanne
will be leaving us to begin her career 
at the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police
Academy.   

She has been a valuable member of our
volunteer team, and we are sad to see
her go, but we are all excited for her
new journey. Best wishes, Roxanne, and
stay safe!

The Easter Bunny 
Hops In For A Visit

Places to Play – 
Give to our Recreation
Area Improvement Fund

A Fond
Farewell to 
our Volunteer,
Roxanne!


