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Did you know...
Roughly 150,000 children
participated in the national
VFW marble competition 
in 1956?

Thanks to our generous supporters, a
long-time dream is now reality: the
National Home campus now features a
teaching facility and laboratory devoted
to science and math.

And nobody is more excited about that
than the kids, who seem to prefer
studying slides under our new
microscopes instead of their usually
popular craft activities. One young lady
has already declared her intention to
become a scientist when she grows up.

A large room in the Cootie Field House
was converted to a science lab with the
construction of laboratory benches, dual
sinks, and storage cabinets, along with
the addition of science, safety and
teaching equipment.

This winter, the lab will be used for
campus science nights, tutoring sessions,
educational DVD presentations, and study
hall. And during the summer, the science
lab will play a major role in our summer

educational programs, hosting a wide
range of classes and activities in both
science and math.

The kids naturally gravitate to science,
especially its hands-on aspects. So
having a dedicated and equipped space
to foster that interest is a truly great
gift. Thank you!

As this photo illustrates, each
of our National Home kids has
his or her own individual way
of expressing thanks for the
truly wonderful Christmas you
helped us to provide.

Not only did Santa arrive
bearing gifts, but the entire
campus was beautifully
decorated and our National
Home family gathered together
for multiple celebrations.

Thank you so much for sharing
the spirit of the season with
the children and families of
America’s war heroes!

We're proud that the Better Business
Bureau's Wise Giving Alliance has once
again given your National Home its Seal
of Approval. Check us out in their full-
page ad from USA Today.

The U.S. Marine Corps brought
their own brand of Christmas
cheer to the National Home
campus in December,
distributing gifts from their
Toys for Tots program. Marine
Corps Sgt. Brent Traskie, Capt.
Bill Heinzelman, and SSG
Brandon Hassell made the
special delivery and enjoyed
visiting with some of the
children at the Ladies
Auxiliary Nursery.

YOU
Make It Happen

New Science Lab
Stimulates Young Minds

The Home 
Gets BBB Seal 
of Approval

The Marines Have Landed!

Calendar of Events
Feb 6 • Trustees Board Meeting •
NH Campus

Mar 24-30 • National Home
Awareness Week • Nationwide

Mar 22-23 • Easter Treat Weekend •
NH Campus

May 16-18 • Jr. Vice Orientation •
NH Campus

June 5 • Trustees Board Meeting •
NH Campus
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“Mad scientists” at work in the new lab.

Thanks for 
a very merry
Christmas! YOU

Make It Happen

The VFW National 
Home for Children
celebrates its 88th

Anniversary this year!
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Donald Lynch’s military
connections run deep and

wide. He’s a combat veteran from the Air
Force, active in the VFW and Military
Order of the Cootie. He’s a member of the
American Legion and Sons of the Legion.
And he’s a third generation hero, as both
his father and grandfather also served
their country.

Sadly, his grandfather, also named Donald
Lynch, was killed in action in WWII.

Donald began supporting the National
Home because the Military Order of the
Cootie, an organization very close to his
heart, was instrumental to starting the
National Home.

But his commitment to our work was
profoundly strengthened when he visited
our home.

In fact, he warns that visiting the
National Home can become “addictive,”
explaining that “when I met the staff and

got to see the smiles on the kids’ faces, I
couldn’t have been in a better place in
the world.”

“They have everything in the world to do
there,” he continues, “from school to
playgrounds, and even a pig and rabbit
barn for 4H. The adults that go there are
given the knowledge to take care of a
budget, shopping, entertainment, and a
balanced diet for all. The National Home
treats everyone as an individual and not
a group, and that makes it special. If for
some reason they can't help the children
in Michigan they will try to find help
closer to where the family lives.”

And he has a simple request for his fellow
patriots:

“Please help the children. They are our
future and it’s not fair the cards they
were dealt. Their family served our
country and now it's our turn to serve
them!!”

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself -- for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Veronica LaDuke at (800)
424-8360, or by e-mail to:
vladuke@vfwnationalhome.org

A Word from...
Patrice Green, Executive Director Donald J. Lynch

After more than 20 years of faithful
service to National Home families, our
campus-wide phone system is reaching
the end of its useful life and in need of
replacement. Not only will this major
upgrade allow us to continue to provide
our families with the security of
reliable phone service in their homes,
it also will serve as the backbone for
our entire campus communications
network. 

This major upgrade comes with a major
price tag – $280,000. An expense like
this is outside our existing budget,
which is why we are relying on friends
like you to help us with this important
project. We have already raised more
than $135,000 towards our goal!

Today's phone systems are more than
just phones. They are complex
computer networks, using a phone as

the interface instead of a PC. Our system
will manage over 130 phone lines as well
as Internet access for the homes and
offices on our campus. 

Our phone network requires switches,
fiber optic connections, servers, the core
phone system, handsets, analog
converters, a variety of software and
licenses (which can be just as much or
more than the hardware) and more. 

The vendor we selected is a trusted
partner with whom we’ve had a long
relationship. This company works hard to
find reduced costs and donations, while
also discounting their labor costs. So we
are confident we are getting the quality
and security we need, at the best possible
price.

We also carefully selected the equipment
we will use because of its reputation for
reliability and support. This system even
allows a support tech to remotely connect
to the system for repairs or modifications,

which is far less expensive than on-site
support.

Our landline phones are absolutely
essential to life here, as cell phone
coverage is highly unreliable in our rural
area. We cannot and will not allow our
system to fail, leaving families unable to
reach 9-1-1 in an emergency. And many
of the critical components of our existing
system are irreplaceable – meaning
replacement parts are not even produced
anymore, further solidifying the need for
a new system. 

And we want to assure our friends: The
old system lasted as long as it has
because it was state-of-the-art in its time
– so this new system will be, too. With
today’s advanced technology, we have
every reason to believe the new system
you are helping us build will provide safe
and reliable communications capability
for many years to come.

How to help: 
To support the replacement of the National
Home’s phone system, please write
“Phones” in the memo section of your
check and use the enclosed pre-addressed
envelope to mail in your donation. 
Thank you!

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT
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I was thrilled to hear that our
spotlighted donor, Mr. Donald Lynch,
described the National
Home campus as “truly
heaven on earth.” We
enjoy his visits, and
greatly appreciate his
approval as well as his
support.

While we don’t actually
aspire to heavenly
status, we do work hard
to make sure our
campus is a warm and
welcoming place of
refuge for the families
who need our help…to
offer our kids and
families the specific
assistance that will
allow each to grow and thrive…and to
continually update our facilities to meet
constantly changing needs.

That’s why I’m so grateful for the support

of friends like you, which recently
allowed us to construct and equip a new

Science Lab for the year-
round use of our kids.

But just as we celebrate
this important addition,
we face the need for
another upgrade – the
replacement of our
telephone communications
system. This one is costly,
but essential. So I hope
you will take a moment to
review the article below.
Any amount you can
contribute toward this
Phone Fund will be
tremendously helpful.

Meanwhile, please accept
my personal gratitude for all you have
done!

PAGE 3

In addition to his many veteran-related
activities, Donald enjoys hunting in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Words to live by…
A man's country is not a
certain area of land, of
mountains, rivers, and woods,
but it is a principle – and
patriotism is loyalty to that
principle. 

— George William Curtis 

Immediate Need

Campus Phone System Must 
Be Replaced
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