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Did you know...
More than 2 million
American children have had
a parent deploy to Iraq or
Afghanistan?

Karac Brown first came to the VFW
National Home for Children at the age of
22. A newly-single dad, he says he was
“terrified” of raising his young daughter
on his own. But thanks to the support he
received from the community of staff and
residents here, and the Single Parent
programs you helped to fund, he left three
years later a stronger person and a better,
more relaxed parent. 

“Without this place, I would not have
made my life what it is,” Karac said. “I
came away from my experience at the
National Home with the perspective and
confidence to grow as a person and a
parent.”

And now, every December, Karac comes
back to the National Home to help make
the holidays brighter for a new generation
of residents. But he doesn’t come alone.

As chairman of UAW Local 724, he
organizes a group of volunteers to hang
Christmas lights around the campus. 

This year’s decorating was especially
meaningful for Karac. His daughter, now a
straight-A student in the seventh grade,
got to take a day off from school to join
the group.

“She remembers our time here like it was
yesterday,” said Karac. “I told her if she
kept her grades up, she could join us for
the decorating. I’m proud to have her out
here with my crew.”

When asked about what brings him back
to the National Home, Karac said, “I made
it because of this place, and I want to try
and bring back for the new residents some
of what made it great for me.”

Like June and Roy Ator, you too can
help us pave the walkways of the VFW
National Home for Children with love
and hope and become a part of the
National Home’s history. A personalized
brick is a wonderful way to honor a
friend or loved one and leave a lasting
mark on the campus of the National
Home.

Currently, we are placing bricks in the
walkway that leads to our Community
Center and Health & Education
building. 

You can customize your 4” x 8” brick
with your three-line message (maximum

18 characters and spaces per line).
Consider donating a brick to: 
• Remember a loved one; 
• Honor a friend, or comrade; 
• Show your gratitude to a family

member; 
• Celebrate a milestone in your life; or 
• Set your own name in stone. 

Each brick is $100. Purchase your brick
today using the enclosed form, calling
866-483-9642 or visiting us online at
www.vfwnationalhome.org. Your
purchase includes a commemorative
certificate with a representation of your
brick and its approximate location on
the National Home campus.

There was a mixture of fascination and
nervousness on the faces of the toddlers
and preschool students as they
gathered to meet their special guest.
Ben Logue of the Windsor Township Fire
Department was paying a visit to their
classroom to talk about fire safety.

Ben quizzed the youngsters on their
fire safety knowledge and shared some
of his tips with them. Then, piece by
piece, he donned his gear, giving the
children a chance to see up close what
a firefighter looks (and sounds) like, so
they would have an idea what to expect
if they ever needed to be rescued by a
firefighter. 

Finally, the real fun began when the
children had the opportunity to try on
various pieces of firefighter gear for

themselves, including the coat
(surprisingly heavy) and hat (a hit with
almost everyone). At the end of the
presentation, everyone headed outside
to see and explore the National Home’s
own fire trucks.

Led by alum Karac Brown, volunteers from the UAW Local 724 report for decorating duty.

YOU
Make It Happen

National Home Alum 
Pays it Forward

Make your Mark on the National Home Campus

Fire Safety a Hot Topic for Toddlers and Preschoolers
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Air Force and Air National Guard
Sponsors Needed for New Duplex

The National Home is excited to be
building a new duplex this summer,
which will allow us to serve two
additional military or veteran families.
This will be the third such duplex built
since 2006! 

Making this building possible is an
individual donor, who has asked to
remain anonymous until the ribbon
cutting ceremony on October 22. This
donor has also presented us with a

special request, or challenge, with
which you may be able to help.

Traditionally, our homes are named for
or by the sponsoring organizations. For
a duplex, two such sponsors are needed
– and the donor has requested that
sponsors be found that will allow the
homes to be named “The Air Force
Home” and “The Air National Guard
Home.” Sponsorship will cost only
$4,000 for each side of the duplex.

We would love to meet this challenge,
but need your help with connecting
with a non-governmental Air Force and
Air National Guard organization that
may want to help the National Home
continue its mission by being a sponsor. 

If you have any direct connections,
please call Tim Smith at 866-483-9642
or email tsmith@vfwnationalhome.org.
Thank you!

Calendar of Events
Feb 9 • National Home Board of
Trustees Meeting Guest Lodge 
• NH Campus

Mar 20-26 • National Home
Awareness Week • NH Campus

Apr 16 • Easter Treat • NH Campus
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June and Roy Ator love
children. Especially their

own grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, of course. But they also
embrace the National Home children as
part of their extended family, saying “our
kids deserve the best care we can provide
for them.”

In 1988, very soon after June joined the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary and Roy joined the
VFW, these Korean War veterans joined us
as Life Members. Since they knew
relatively little about the National Home
at the time, June and Roy jumped at the
opportunity to check us out in person
when visiting relatives in the Great Lakes
region.

That visit cemented the Ator’s long
relationship with us. As they recall it
now, the National Home exceeded all
their expectations. “Wow!,” Roy says,
“Instead of finding a dormitory or two, or
a few cottages, we saw a thriving, self-
sufficient patriotic community with
beautifully landscaped homes!”

And they also saw how much life-
changing impact their donations were
able to achieve. They explain: “We’ve
been privileged to observe new arrivals on

campus and then to
see them again after
they have had a few
months living in this
wonderful community. Long, blank, sad
faces on arrival changed to smiles and
laughter following a period of adjustment
with new hope in their lives!”

Now retired and living near family in
Lipan, Texas, Roy and June continue to
actively support the National Home as
Life Members and through our recurring
gift program. Both have purchased
customized bricks on campus,
commemorating their honorable service
during the Korean War – June in the
Army, Roy as a combat veteran and
retired submarine service. In addition,
Roy served on the National Home Board
of Trustees from 2004 – 2009. 

In the years since they joined us, the
Ators have developed a keen awareness of
the biggest challenge facing the National
Home: FUNDING! “As a non-profit
organization solely dependent on
donations for operating capital and
within the context of dismal economic
times, the annual budget is always the
major issue,” they note, suggesting that

others contact the development staff for
information on the many Trustee-
approved plans available to supporters.

We are tremendously appreciative of the
Ators’ generosity, caring, and years of
dedication to our cause. Given their
modesty, though, it’s probably not too
surprising that June and Roy express
equal appreciation for us, saying: “Our
association and involvement with the
VFW National Home for Children has been
a major factor of enjoyment in our twenty
five years or so of being active members
of the VFW & Ladies Auxiliary.”

Where should we shine 
the Spotlight next?

If you would like to nominate another
member of our community – or volunteer
yourself -- for a future Donor Spotlight,
please contact Veronica LaDuke at (800)
424-8360, or by e-mail to:
vladuke@vfwnationalhome.org.

A Word from...
Patrice Green, Executive Director June and Roy Ator

We were proud to welcome a large group
for the 2010 Annual Meeting of National
Home Life Members, who gathered to
reflect on the past year and look to the
National Home’s future. Outgoing
President Ray Warren reflected on his year
as president and how much his heart has
been touched by the families and children
we serve, while new president Donna
Knapper shared her vision for the coming
year. Outgoing Trustee Dorothy Verrill was
also honored for her service to the
National Home. Her son was on hand to
accept a tribute on her behalf. 

Among the attendees were more than
sixty people from the Department of New
Hampshire, who had chartered a bus to
the National Home in a show of support
for President Knapper. The New
Hampshire group also had the chance to
tour the campus and visit the New
Hampshire house during their visit.

Adapted from an article by tmcrill, on
ehow.com

1. Celebrate patriotic holidays.
Independence Day, Flag Day and Veterans'
Day are just a few examples of these.
Explain the significance of the holiday to
your children and how it relates to our
history as a nation. There are a lot of
children's' books available on these
subjects that you may find in your public
library. Participate in parades, events and
ceremonies in your community that
honor these days. Plan fun activities for
them to do, such as teaching them how
to fold a flag or perform little skits
relating to events or people important to
the holiday.

2. Visit historic sites
Taking your children to historically
significant sites will help them visualize
and appreciate events that took place in
the distant past and make them more
able to understand them. If you have the
means, definitely take vacations to places
rich in American history such as
Washington D.C., Boston or the West. 
With less of an investment, you might be
surprised to find that your own state has
historic sites that you and your family
can make affordable day trips to. A
simple way to find these is to just get
online and go to your state's website.

A Big Thank-You
to all our Life
Members

How to Raise Patriotic Children

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT
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Come see us! That’s my message today.

As I welcome you to the second issue of
our Home Front newsletter, I want you to
know that you are also welcome to visit
the National Home in person at any time
to witness the impact of your support
first hand.

No matter how much
effort we put into
communicating the life-
changing work that
happens here, the reality
always seems to catch
our supporters by
surprise. Remembering
their first visit to the
campus, our spotlight
donors June and Roy Ator
described their reaction
in one simple word: Wow!

More recently, we were visited by several
veterans from the VA Medical Center in
Battle Creek, who came to entertain some
of our youngest residences, and wound
up being entertained by the kids. The
group leader tells me that the veterans
were absolutely “tickled to watch and
interact with the children.” Apparently,
one man asked her to keep an eye on him

because “he might get to laughing so
hard with these kids (that he) might
forget to get on the bus!”

Don’t get me wrong. We confront a lot of
serious issues here – the grief of families
who have lost a loved one in combat, the
strain of repeated deployments and

separations, the sometimes
traumatic aftermath of war.

But nevertheless, the
National Home campus is a
place of joy and hope. It’s a
place where those serious
issues are overcome every
day. It’s a place where
families and children are
made whole again. 

And it is all those things
because of the generosity of
supporters like you. So

please, come see the wonder you have
made. Just drop by if you are in the area.
Or contact our development staff at 866-
483-9642 if you would like to arrange a
tour. We look forward to meeting you!

3. Expose children to notable Americans
Expose your children to American artists,
inventors, song writers and activists. This
can be anyone from Frank Lloyd Wright or
Rosa Parks to Bruce Springsteen. There are
endless possibilities. They will gain a sense
of pride in the cultural and technological
advancements we have made as a nation.
It will also show them how America has
had a positive influence in the world.

4. Teach the importance of voting.
It's never to early to show your children
the importance of voting. Explain to your
children the rights we have as American
citizens and why it is important to uphold
them. While it may be hard for children to
understand politics, there are ways show

them how having a voice and using it is
important. One such way is to have family
meetings that run like a democracy. You
can vote on a range of things from
activities, dinner menus to what movie to
watch.

5. Teach civic pride.
Instill a sense of civic duty in your
children. Have them visit the elderly, help
with food drives, plant trees or recycle.
Volunteering can show them that they too
have a responsibility to contribute and
make their country a better place.
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